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EDITORIAL 


Come back, Fritz 


Our editorial this month is more of a plea to World Class Promotion’s founder, Fritz 
Von Erich. We implore Mr. Von Erich to call off his ill-advised fued with the NWA 
hierarchy. lf you look at WRESTLING EYE’S OFFICIAL RATING, you'll notice that Chris 
Adams, Kerry and Kevin Von Erich, and One Man Gang are all missing from the ranks 
of the National Wrestling Alliance. We have removed them in light of Fritz’s recent break 
with the NWA. The father of Mike, Kerry, Kevin, and the late David Von Erich would 
rather create his own world champion than pay what Jim Crockett is demanding for 
another crack at World Champ Ric Flair. 

Gentlemen, is there no way for you both to reach a fair compromise? Not only are you 
hurting the talented Von Erich boys and the other World Class grapplers, but you are 
also depriving millions of fans from seeing or reading about another Flair-Von Erich war. 
As loyal as his sons are, we’re sure they would rather wear the prestigious NWA crown 
than a poor imitation. Mr. Von Erich, why not pay whatever you must, then take the belt 
in a fair and square battle? Mr. Crockett, your great, great granddaddy died defending 
the State of Texas. Show some of that same compassion and give those Texans a 
chance! 

Until World Class Promotions is back in NWA, Kevin and the others will be sadly 
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Mike Bellew 
Managing Editor 
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How to beat 
Ric Flair 


A successful campaign to become 
world champion depends on more 
than just athletic skills. Jerry ‘The 
King Lawler has athree-step formula 
for taking Flair’s belt. 

It took the 235-pound Lawler a few 
years to understand and develop this 
plan. Before, he had always thought 
winning the NWA title was simply a 
matter of being in the right place at 
the right time. Jerry, who has heldthe 
Southern Heavyweight champion- 
ship, Mid-American belt and the In- 
ternational championship, once sup- 
posed he was just a body slam away 
from being champion. That was the 
mistake he made against Nick Bock- 
winkle in the AWA, and in the NWA 
against Race and Rhodes. This time 
he’s asmarter man, andamanwitha 
plan. 


PHASE ONE: 

The world champion wrestler is 
more than just the best grappler. The 
champ must be a spokesman; people 
must look up at the man who wears 
the belt. Fathers should want to take 
their sons to see such a man in 
action. A while ago, Jerry Lawler 
wasn't fit to be champion. He broke 
rules, the way he broke hearts. He 
was pals with all the wrong people. 
Guys like Jimmy Hart; King Kong 
Bundy and Rick Rude were his beer- 
drinking buddies. One day Lawler re- 
alized these friendships, all based on 
lies and deceit, were destroying him. 
Jerry took on his former friends and 
beat them. Suddenly, the fans were 
chanting: ‘KING!...KING!...KING!’ 

He took on Eddie Gilbert at the 
Mid-South Coliseum and drove his 
manager out of the South. That’s why 
Hart’s out of Memphis, because 
Lawler beat Gilbert in the Loser Leave 
Town match. Now, he’s feuding with 
Bota the Witch Doctor and his agent 
Leslie Floyd Creechman lll. It must be 
great to have the fans on your side for 
a change. 

For 14 years Lawler was hated in 
his own hometown. Today, people 
give him babies to kiss. “Holding the 
Mid-Southern heavyweight title in 
this neck of the woods is almost as 
much fun as holding the world belt,” 
said Jerry. 


Always confident, here Lawler plots with Sam Boss. 
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Lawler and Baron Von Rachkle teamed to take on the Road Warriors. 


PHASE TWO: 

Once he had earned the fans’ sup- 
port, next Lawler had to convince the 
promoters that he could hold the 
world belt. To do this, the Mid-South- 
ern champion played:an old video of 
him beating Sterling Golden a few 
years ago in Georgia. Sterling later 
became Hulk Hogan, WWF world 
champion. Big as he is, Lawler had 
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no problems putting the Hulkster’s 
shoulders to the canvas. That film, 
played practically every week on 
WNC-TV, was nearly enough to con- 
vince everyone that Lawler was 
world-class material. 

Beating the late Andy Kaufman 
(the comic star of TAX!) was another 
feather in Jerry’s cap. His perform- 
ance showed the pride Lawler has in 


Lawler vs. The Hawk 


being a professional wrestler. Kauf- 
man was out to show wrestling was 
one big joke. First he wrestled 
women, then he figured he’d get big- 
ger laughs taking on real wrestlers. 
He got into the ring with the much 
larger Lawler, convinced that he 
could pin this experienced pro. 
Lawler stopped Andy’s laughter with 
a painful piledriver. Some have sug- 





gested Jerry was too hard on the co- 
median, but most agree at least he 
stood up for what he thought was im- 
portant. 

Promoters were especially proud 
when Lawler slapped Kaufman on 
the David Letterman Show. Andy had 
threatened to expose wrestling. on 
that national TV show. Lawler was 
seated beside Kaufman, who was still 
wearing the neck brace, when Andy 
started ‘mouthing off. Angered by his 
remarks, Lawler slapped Kaufman, 
sending the comic running off stage. 

To make more promoters aware of 
his talents, Lawler signed with PRO 
WRESTLING USA. In their second 
show at the New Jersey Meadow- 
lands (Feb. 24, 1985), Lawler teamed 
with Baron Von Rachkle to take on the 
world famous Road Warriors. 
Though they lost, Lawler gave a good 
account of himself. Jerry says he 
might have been more successful if 
he had been teamed with Austin Idol, 
his regular tag team partner. 

Matchmakers and promoters now 
talk of Jerry Lawler as the only possi- 
ble candidate to take Flair’s place. 
Kerry and Kevin Von Erich have fallen 
out of the picture, due to their father’s 
break with the NWA. 


PHASE THREE: 

The final stage would have to be 
the hardest part. This is the phase in 
which Lawler climbs into the ring with 
the master and beats him for the 
world belt. Jerry has studied every 
move and maneuver made by Flair. In 
fact, while in the AWA to wrestle then 
champ Nick Bockwinkle, Lawler 
spent every spare minute with Billy 
Robinson, the man who broke Ric 
into the business. “| know Flair better 
than | know myself,’ said Lawler. “| 
know exactly what he'll do. | can and 
will beat Ric Flair.’ 

“Ric has been a great champion, 
but the time has come for the South 
To Rise Again. | am determined to be 
the first wrestler from Memphis to 
hold the World Championship. And it 
won't be 18 days like Kerry did. 
They'll have to bury me to take my 
| belt.” 





iret LAS 





The road to the NWA championship is a rough and rocky one. 
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IS THERE A WWFE-TIGER EYE 


CONNECTION? 


The Inside Story On 
Rocky And The : 
Hulkster 
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By Nicole Lennon 


Admittedly wrestling is a very mys- 
terious sport, shrouded in a veil of 
secrecy. Almost from the time profes- 
sional wrestling was born, the use of 
the smoke-filled room was declared 
mandatory. In the old days, fans were 
informed of decisions by newspaper 
columnists who weren't exactly privy 
to the goings-on themselves. Results 
and championships changes were al- 
ways to be had, but hard news and 
behind-the-scenes exposes were 
rare. There was an expose book, The 
Fall Guys: Barnums of Bounce by 
Marcus Griffin in the Thirties, and 
magazines exposes by ex-wrestler 
Herman Hickman; but still, nothing 
really substantial. 

Compare this with other sports; for 
instance, baseball. Pick up any issue 
of The Sporting News and one can 
find information on the players, own- 
ership, scandals, and almost any- 
thing else; all information being pre- 
sented in a factual manner. Wrestling 
is a kind of detective story: one is 
given the clues and must make a de- 
termination as to the facts. And soitis 
with this article. You, the fan, will be 
given the facts and speculations of 
the case, and will have to determine 
for yourself as to the truth at hand. 

We all know the success saga of 
the Rocky films. One would get the 
feeling that boxing is the first love of 
Stallone; perhaps his only love in 
sports. But remember back to 1978, it 
was during that year that Stallone re- 
leased a film that he wrote, directed, 
and starred in, Paradise Alley. And 
the theme of this picture? Wrestling. 
Stallone was so enamored of this film 
that he even wrote the novelization. 
Like the Rocky pictures, it was essen- 
tially a character study. It told of three 
brothers named Carbone who grew 
up in Hell’s Kitchen, New York City. It 
was rumored that it was semi-autobi- 
ographical, but then, who knows? 
The film was notable for the debut of 
Terry Funk as an actor. He played an 
unsavory character named “Frankie 
the Thumper,’ who, by some strange 
coincidence, wrestled professionally, 
and who ended up wrestling the 
youngest Carbone brother, Victor. 
(Played by Lee Canalito, who was 
later to bomb as a boxer for Stallone.) 
There were also other wrestlers in the 
film, used mainly as extras for the 
fight scenes; they all spoke glowingly 
of Stallone and his love and respect 





Crazy Aaron Pryor may have soured Stallone on boxing. 


for their sport. This is indeed strange 
behavior from a boxing fanatic: usu- 
ally, boxing people hate wrestlers. 
With the failure of this film, Stallone 
had to return to his Rocky character if 
he was to survive in Hollywood. 
While Rocky I] was a success, the 
third picture in the series, Rock Ill, 
was even bigger. It was also responsi- 
ble for two things: the introduction of 
Hulk Hogan to the populace-at-large, 
and the launching of Tiger Eye Pro- 
motions. The Hulk Hogan pheno- 
menan is one that every wrestling fan 
is aware of, so there is no need for 
further eleboration here. The Tiger 
Eye Promotions, however, are a 
source of Stallone’s biggest disap- 
pointments; a fiasco almost from the 
beginning. It was begun with the best 
of intentions: to promote boxers who 
possessed the ‘eye of the tiger, but 
who had yet gotten that big break. 
Stallone was earnest in his talent 


hunt that he became a target for every 
fast-talking promoter who had a bro- 
ken-down palooka to push. As it be- 
came obvious that this was not the 
track to ride, Stallone decided to buy 
an established boxer and promote 
him as the cornerstone upon which to 
build a new organization. Unfortu- 
nately for him, he chose Aaron Pryor. 

From the beginning, Pryor was 
trouble. His lackadaisical approach 
to training was found to have its roots 
in drug abuse. The publicity sur- 
rounding Pryor’s exploits gave Tiger 
Eye a black eye, with the upshot ofthe 
story being Pryor’s retirement and 
subsequent disappearance. Tiger 
Eye Promotions continues today, but 
with substantially smaller expecta- 
tions; running a sort of boxing club 
matches. Certainly not the big time 
Stallone had hoped for. 

But what of wrestling? Well, after 
the success of Rocky Ill, Hulk Hogan 
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Terry Funk, rumored to Be the next WWRichampion, made his acting debut in Stal- 
lone’s ‘PARADISE ALLEY.’ J 


Ata charity wrestling match, Rocky (Sylvester Stallone) faces the giant Thunderlips 
(Hulk Hogan). 


~— 2 
a 
= 
= 


- 


12 WRESTLING EYE 





eventually came to the WWF and be- 
came a media superstar. Although 
most of his image was groomed in the 
AWA, Verne Gagne never quite knew 
how to capitalize on Hogan. Luckily 
for the WWF, Vince McMahon Jr. did. 
The Rocky iI! aspect of Hogan was 
emphasized; | can’t seem to remem- 
ber an interview for the Philadelphia 
area cards in which the name of 
Sylvester Stallone wasn't invoked. 
Rumors began to grow of a Stallone- 
McMahon connection. Then Mr. T ar- 
rived. 

lf anyone remembers anything 
about Wrestlemania, it is surely the 
debut of Mr. T as a wrestler. Mr. T 
certainly fitthe McMahon mold of star 
involvement, and provided the nec- 
essary fireworks to turn an ordinary 
wrestling card into a closed circuit 
spectacular. But how did he get in- 
volved in the first place? The story 
goes that his agent approached 
Verne Gagne for Mr. T. to enter the 
AWA, but Gagne turned this down by 
saying that the arrival of Mr. T would 
turn the AWA into a circus. Although 
this certainly sounds plausible, it is 
most interesting that this bit of infor- 
mation surfaced as Mr. T was prepar- 
ing for Wrestlemania. If this was in- 
deed the case, why wasn’t it made 
public right after it supposedly took 
place? With a promotional war going 
on, itsounds too muchlike the prover- 
bial sour grapes. Point two: why was 
Mr. T turned down? More than likely, 
Mr. T was a co-star with Hogan in 
Rocky //l, and a close friend of Stal- 
lone. What could be more natural 
than for “T” to enter a federation 
where there were already friendly 
faces? 

Now comes the arrival of Terry 
Funk into the WWF. Funk worked with 
Stallone on Paradise Alley, and had 
previously retired due to bad knees. 
The story making the rounds here is 
that Funk is very jealous of Roddy 
Piper and wants a piece of the pie for 
himself. Plausible, since jealousy is 
the main emotion in wrestling, but an 
even bigger coincidence that Funk 
ends up here. 

Of course, what | have just pre- 


sented here is speculation—a sup- © 


posed connection between Stallone 
and McMahon. But consider the fol- 
lowing points: (1) Is it mere coinci- 
dence that three Stallone co-stars, 
one with no professona! experience 
whatsoever, should end up in the 
WWF? (2) It is evident by his behavior 
that McMahon likes stars; they add 





Mr. T started out as Clubber Lang in ROCKY lil, but wound up wrestling alongside 


Hulk Hogan. 
credibility to his operations. Witness 
Cindi Lauper. Sylvester Stallone is 
even bigger and more credible. (3) 
With his boxing promotions nearly ka- 
put, Stallone may be looking for a 
new medium. Wrestlers are easier to 
control, and it is said that wrestling 
was Stallone’s first love anyway. 
Then why hasn't Stallone gone 
public? Perhaps the time wasn't 
right. Rambo didn’t need a boost for 
publicity. But with the release of 
Rocky IV, a boost certainly wouldn’t 
hurt. Also, Rocky /V has our hero 
fighting a Russian; in wrestling, it 
seems someone is always fighting a 
Russian. Besides, unlike Rambo, 


Rocky IV has the necessary fighting 


appeal and sports appeal to blend in 
with wrestling. So my prediction Is to 
look for Stallone to surface some time 
after the release of the film. 

And since |'m speculating, | might 
as well go all the way. Hogan will drop 
the title to Piper through nefarious 
means, most likely the interference of 
Bob Orton. Look for Stallone to re- 
tain Hogan and lead him back to the 
title. The Rocky motif will be the domi- 
nating factor and the match will be 
closed circuit; bigger than Wrestle- 
mania. A McMahon natural; what 
more could he want? After all, this is 
speculation, but isn’t most of our 
news about wrestling? All | can ad- 
vise you is to stay tuned. 
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_ THE FABULOUS ONES 


Photos and story by S.J. Williamson 


They’ve grappled from coast to 
coast, in individual matches or as a 
team, but no matter where or how 
they appear, THE FABULOUS ONES 
continue to inspire and electrify their 
fans everywhere! 

| became acquainted with the 
FABS when they migrated into the 
AWA territories and began to appear 
in Denver. In late 1984, | had the op- 
portunity to gain control of the Stan 
Lane Fan Club, which | then re-char- 
tered as the NEW FABULOUS ONES 
FAN CLUB, featuring both Stan Lane 
and Steve Keirn. 

During the course of working with 
Steve and Stan on the Charter, and 
_ then actualization of the club, | spent 
many a quality hour engaged in con- 
versation with the Lightning Bolt 
Boys. 

The driving physical, moral and in- 
tellectual forces behind these young 
men is aphenomenon in itself. When 
coupled with the variation and con- 
trasts in personalities-at-play, and 
their extra-ordinary team work in the 
ring, there is no cause for speculation 
on their popularity. 

Enough of this narrative gush, 
though. Allow me to share with you an 
interview | conducted with STAN 
LANE and STEVE KEIRN... 

In preparation for all of my wres- 
tling interviews, | typically come 
armed with at least a typed guide 
sheet, and often a tape recorder. On 
this particular evening in Denver, Col- 
orado, Stan and Steve had granted 
me time after their match at the Den- 
ver Auditorium Arena against the 
AWA Tag Team Titleholders, the Road 
Warriors. Note that | refrain from call- 
ing them Champions...but that is an- 
other story. 

Steve and Stan located the restau- 
rant table | had reserved, and sat on 
either side of me. “Wow, are these 
true or false?” asked Steve as he 
took a guide sheet from my hand. 
otan took the second copy. “Remem- 
ber SAT’s? Got a pen? Where's the 
waitress? Hey, Steve, look at fhis 
one!” 

My interview had not started well. / 
was supposed to be conducting the 
questioning, after all! 
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Security guards clear the exit for Stan Lane and Steve Keirn. With or without the AWA 








tag team title, the Fabulous Ones are crowd-pleasers. 


They had produced pens, however, 
and began to fill in the answers to my 
Outlined questions. “Full name?” 
growled Stan. “You mean the one | 
never use?” 

“Is face lock one word or two?” 
Steve muttered. 

Stan leaned across me. ‘What did 
you put down for this one?” 

Steve snatched his paper away. 
“No copying!” 

“This is too tough, “Stan signed, 
dramatically wiping his brow. 

“What's a sibling?” Steve asked. 

“some kinda’ fish, | think.” 

| must say, itwas one ofthe easiest, 
and most entertaining interviews | 
had ever conducted! Atlast the young 


men turned in their papers for their 
final grades. 

The following is a compendium of 
the biographical and commentary in- 
formation provided by THE FABU- 
LOUS ONES: 

STEPHEN PAUL KEIRN was born 
on September 10, 1953 in Tampa, 
Florida. He was trained by the late 
Eddie Graham (father of wrestler 
Mike Graham) and took “Rookie of 
the Year, 1974” as his first title. 
Steve's favorite holds and/or maneu- 
vers include the sleeper, figure-four, 
and front face lock. He has suffered 
numerous ring injuries, including 
broken legs, finger and ribs, a dislo- 
cated shoulder, and has undergone 


Stan Lane smiles for the ‘Birdie.’ 
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Steve Keirn is the smaller half of the Fabs’. 
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elbow surgery. He has also delivered 
some injuries, including a broken 
arm, broken leg, and dislocated 
shoulder. 

Steve chronicles his most impor- 
tant victories as the Florida Heavy- 
weight title, Florida Tag Team title, 
Southern Heavyweight title, and 
Southern Tag Team title, which he 
holds (on and off) with Stan. 

Steve gives his marital status as 


‘single, his favorite wrestling area and 


vacation area as Florida, and his hob- 
bies as, “all water sports, mainly 
spearfishing.”’ 

Steve’s favorite color is the non- 
color black. He graduated from Ro- 
binson High School, Tampa Florida, 
and attended Tampa U and Missis- 
sippi College as a pre-med student. 
His favorite musical group is Huey 
Lewis and the News, and his favorite 
foods are lobster and ice cream (one 
would hope not together). Steve has 
one sister. 

Chris Markoff squared off against 
Keirn in Arcadia, Florida for his first 
professional match in 1974. Steve 
states that he has no sports interests 
outside of wrestling. 

Steve lists his charitable interests 
as handicapped and crippled chil- 
dren, and veterans. He lists his 
toughest opponent as partner Stan 
Lane, puts in at least eight hours of 
training per week, and offers the fol- 
lowing sage advise for aspiring pro- 
fessional wrestlers: “Don’t do it!” 

Steve drives a Seville, and cur- 
rently makes his home in Memphis, 
Tenn., with his Weimaraner. Steve 
concluded that he would like to see 
the piledriver reclassified as an auto- 
matic disqualification. 

BRECK STANFIELD LANE was 
born on August 5, 1955 in Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina. He was 
trained by current NWA Heavy— 
weight Champion Ric Flair, and took 
the Florida Tag Team title with partner 
Bryan St. John in 1979 as his first 
title. Stan’s favorite holds and/or ma- 
neuvers include the reverse neck 
breaker, leg sweep, and Shotokan 
Karate Hook Kick. Stan has also suf- 
fered through a list of injuries during 
his career, including two fractured 
ribs, abroken collar bone, anda bone 
chip in his left elbow. Stan once sepa- 
rated Steve’s shoulder (they weren’t 
signing off the same sheet of music at 
the time), and fractured Scott Irwin’s 
thigh. 

Stan lists his most important victo- 
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ries as the title bout with Eddie Gra- 
ham and Ray Stevens for the Florida 
Tag Team belts, and Kevin Sullivan 
for the Georgia Junior Heavyweight 
Title. Stan also lists Jerry Brisco and 
Ernie Ladd as most worthy oppo- 
nents. 

Stan is single. He lists his favorite 
wrestling areas as Florida, Hawaii 
and Tennessee. His favorite vacation 
spots include Hawaii, Jamaica and 
home. 

Stan enjoys a variety of hobbies, 
including dancing, karate, surfing, 
and drag racing. His favorite color is 
aqua. 

Stan graduated from Page High 
School in Del Ray, then attended 
East Carolina University as a Busi- 
ness Administration major. His Sho- 
tokan Karate instructor was Darrell 
Boyles, and Stan enjoys Professional 
Karate Association (PKA) tourna- 
ments, football and ice hockey. 

Stan's favorite music groups are 
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Van Halen, The Bar Kay’s, Grass 
Roots, Buckinghams, and virtually 
any ’60’s music. His favorite foods 
are seafood, shrimp and scallops. 


Stan is an only child. 

Shelby, North Carolina was the site 
for Stan’s first professional match, 
where he squared off against David 
Patterson in a twenty-minute draw on 
December 28, 1978. Prior to seeking 
a career in professional wrestling, 
Stan was a beach lifeguard for five 
years. He met Ric Flair while serving 
in that capacity. 

Stan has no charitable preference, 
and does what he can to “help every- 
one.” He listed his toughest oppo- 
nent as (guess who...) Steve Keirn, 
and maintains a weekly work-out 
schedule of twelve hours a week. 
Lane has appeared on American 
Bandstand, the Phil Donahue Show, 
and AM San Francisco. 

Stan drives a Cadillac and Pantera, 
and currently makes his home in 


Nashville, Tennessee. 

When asked for his preference in 
ladies, Stan replied, ‘alive,’ and 
would like to see ‘topless lady ref- 
erees” in the squared circle. 

steve, Stan and Jerry Jarrett co- 
wrote their popular videos. Stan also 
confided that he plays drums and 
sings. Steve plays harp, does not 
sing, and once wrestled as the 
masked BLACK ANGEL in Guata- 
mala (1974). 

Fashion Designer Linda Barnes 
designs their ring attire. 

Steve owns a sun bed distributor- 
ship in Minnesota (Rivera Tanning 
Beds, with partner Steve 
Olsonowski) and Stan does televi- 
sion commercials. (As a footnote, 
Steve O is also a licensed insurance 
salesman.) 

THE FABULOUS ONES are cur- 
rently doing battle with the team of 
the Sheepherders to regain their 
Southern Tag Team titles. 


Nick Bockwinkle is about to take one of the chops from Keirn. Against the team of 
Bockwinkle & Zbyzsko, the Fabs were victorious. 
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Not that he was ever missed, but 
the Sheik has returned. One of the 
meanest, toughest men ever in pro 
wrestling, the Sheik has come back 
to Detroit. 

Only 6’1"’ and a mere 235 pounds, 
at first glance the Sheik doesn't strike 
terror to the heart. But physical skills 
were never his forte. For the Sheik 
has always gotten by on brutality, to- 
tal destruction of his opponents anda 
battery of secret weapons. His dire 
deeds are a part of wrestling folklore. 
Aside from his hidden penknives and 
razor blades, the Sheik isn't hesitant 
about using an occasional chair or 
bench. 

Detroit promoter Joyce Flesher 
(that’s right, a woman promoter) is 
overjoyed that the Sheik has rejoined 
the wrestling ranks. “There are a lot 
of people trying to claim his title. But 
he still claims the United States wres- 
tling title championship, because he 
has never been beaten in the ring in 
over 18 years. The Sheik will bring 
new life to the National Wrestling Alli- 


The Sheik attacks Abdullah s manage 
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ance. | will agree that the WWF has 
given wrestling a new lease on life 
with all the exposure it has gotten on 
cable television, and right now wres- 
tling is very big in the U.S. The NWA 
has its own television deals in the 
making.’ 

Back in wrestling only a few 
months, the Sheik has already com- 
pleted a video documentary entitled 
‘| Like To Hurt People.’ Press releases 
from New World Video describe it as 
‘a no holds barred, ruthless full- 
length feature movie. Dick the 
Bruiser, Andre the Giant and Abdul- 
lah the Butcher team up with Bobo 
Brazil, Heather Feather and Dusty 
Rhodes in a plot to overthrow the 
Sheik. Aspokesman from New World 
added ‘The Sheik is the most disgust- 
ing, the dirtiest, and most feared man 
in the ring. 

The videocassette is available in 
most major video centers. 

In his first comeback bout, the 
Sheik appeared to be in great shape. 
The native of Lebanon went berserk 


The Sheik 


HOCK 


unter. 





the minute he stepped into the ring. 
His opponent, ‘Flying’ Fred Curry, 
never had a prayer. Still wearing his 
kaffiyeh headdress, the Sheik sprang 
quickly, catching Curry in the infa- 
mous Camel Clutch. Flesher says the 
Sheik, who claims to be 43 years-old, 
decided to return to U.S. wrestling af- 
ter years of touring foreign countries. 
Others say the Sheik had been out of 
action due to an arthritis condition. 
‘‘He’s an educated man,” says 
Joyce. “He is originally from Beirut, 
Lebanon. He and his brothers were 
sent here by their father to complete 
their educations.” 

“He can speak many languages, 
including German and Japanese. 
But he only speaks to those he 
wishes to. Call it arrogance if you 
will.” 

lf there is a foul maneuver the 
Sheik hasn't heard of or used, it 
hasn't been invented. His illegal and 
vicious tactics have sidelined great 
grapplers like Bobo Brazil and Dick 
the Bruiser. Both of those men were 
injured with the infamous pencil at- 
tack. The Sheik also has no plans to 
give up his pencil and knife attacks. 
“The throat and eyes are easy to cut,’ 
says Joyce. 

Even if you could stop the Sheik’s 
steady supply of foreign objects, he 
always has a good set of choppers to 
depend on. His razor-sharp teeth 
have also inflicted wounds on the 
arms and foreheads of many grap- 
plers. The Sheik had worked over 
Luis Martinez with his pencil, and had 
him badly cut about the forehead and 
neck. For even a Kevin Sullivan this 
would have been enough, but not for 
the Sheik. With the referee dis- 
tracted, he went to work with his 
teeth. By the time the Syrian mad- 
man was finished, both men were 
dripping blood. 

Others have been hurt even worse 
oy the Sheik. Remember when 
Johnny Valentine suffered third-de- 
gree burns from a fireball thrown by 
this low life? In that match, Valentine 
had managed early to disarm the 
Sheik of his pencil and pen knife. 
Johnny thought that was all he 
needed to do, but he had underesti- 
mated the Sheik. As Johnny charged 
towards his opponent, the Sheik 
called out to ‘Allah’ and tossed a fire- 
ball into Valentine's face. Fortunately, 
the wrestler’s cat-like reflexes al- 
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_ The Sheik vs. Abdullah The Butcher 





lowed him to Knock the weapon away 
from his head. Valentine got away 
lucky, with burns only on his upper 
leg. 

“| don't want the Sheik to kill or 
cripple anyone,’ explains Joyce. “| 
have asked him to curb his pyrotech- 
nic gifts, but you know the Sheik, any- 
thing goes. We admit that there’s a 
certain amount of show business in 
wrestling. You need colorful charac- 
ters like the Sheik. But if anyone 
wants to try and prove that wrestling’s 
not real, let them just try getting into 
the ring!” 


J: 


can expect alot more. 


Dae: 
made 7 


Kiss 1arpteeth rip apart Dick the Bruiser’s forehead. With his comeback you 


“You know, the Sheik has been tak- 
ing a lot of heat because of his ability 
to throw fire. Fans have always been 
against it; they think it’s an unfair ad- 
vantage. The way | see itis that Andre 
has his size, Ric Flair has his talent, 
Hogan has charm; why is it wrong for 
the Sheik to use his mystical powers? 
It’s magic. | never know where it 
comes from, or how it starts.” It does 
appear that bolts of fire do shoot from 
his fingers. It has never been fully ex- 
plained by anyone. “You have to be- 
lieve in the power of Allah. Fans don’t 
realize just how religious the Sheik is. 


lf you watch him, he always starts a 
match by putting down his prayer rug 
and bowing to Mecca. The ability to. 
throw fire and to beat his much larger 
opponents is just a gift from the 
gods.” 

Flesher says money played an im- 
portant part in motivating the Sheik to 
return to America. A few of his oil 
wells went dry and there are wars 
over there, so the Sheik needed to 
make scme dough. Aside from wres- 
tling, he has several important deals 


-under way. But, hurting other wres- 


tlers will always come first.” 
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Once upon a time Ricky Steam- 
boat was proud of his Hawaiian an- 
cestry. Though he grew up in the Mid- 
south, where his father Sammy 
wrestled for years, Ricky was deter- 
mined not to forget his island geneal- 
ogy. When it came time for him to turn 
pro, promoters begged him to don a 
headdress and become an American 
Indian. For them, it was easier to sell 
a brave than a surfer to Southern au- 
diences. Ricky was appalled and 
refused. It was either going to be his 
way, or no way. ‘Find yourselves a 
new boy,’ he lamented. 

Eventually his integrity paid off. 
People came to see the ‘Steamer’ be- 
cause of his talent, not whether or not 
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he was a Hawaiian. Now, it’s different. 
Ricky’s the ‘Karate Kid, allin an effort 
to cash in on the movie of the same 
name. It’s a shame. You always 
thought of Ricky Steamboat as aman 
of more substance than this. Sure, 
the high dropkicks and powerful fore- 
arm smashes are sending the bad 
guys running. But the name, ‘Karate 
Kid, sticks in your throat. Where is 
the Ricky Steamboat we want? Hope- 
fully, the ‘Karate Kid’ will last as long 
as Steamboat’s short-lived retire- 
ment in January of 1984. 

Steamboat left the NWA when his 
friend Ric Flair won the alliance’s 
world title from Harley Race in the 
first Starcade. With a friend holding 


RICKY STEAMBOAT 
Who Needs The Karate Kid? 


the ultimate honor, there was no- 
where for Steamboat to go. He left the 
south and came North to the WWF. 
As the promoter once told Bob Back- 
lund, Steamer’s image was all wrong. 
He needed a touch of Hollywood. 
Well, he certainly gotit. He now wears 
the tightest leather pants this side of 
Baby Doll. 

Okay, Ricky, you can say we're 
nothing but green-eyed monsters. 
You can say we’ re jealous of the big- 
ger-than-life dollars you’re now pull- 
ingin. But, we're not. We just want the 
old down-to-earth Ricky Steamboat 
back. Come on back, Steamer, 
please. 


Ricky Steamboat vs. Ric Flair Steamboat’s future is probably back in the NWA. 


| 
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RIC FLAIR & MAGNUM T.A. 


=f Lesson | in Mutual Beapese= 


Friendship has replaced the hatred between Ric Flair and Magnum T. ‘A. 


Drained to the point of exhaustion, 
they have battered each other across 
the country. Evenly matched, each 
put forth a super-human effort for the 
slightest advantage. Frustration 
changed wristlocks into clenched 
fists. Blood, that precious lifeforce, 
poured from both men. In the after- 
math, Flair couldn’t help but admit 
his admiration for the challenger. 
Magnum T.A., the U.S. champion, 
conceded the greatness of the world 
champion. 

Violent enemies were now friends. 
Each had met their peer. T.A., though 
not world champion, was every bit as 
proud. lf not better than Ric Flair, at 
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least he had proven himself the 
champ’s equivalent. With cotton ban- 
dages and fresh scars on their fore- 
heads, each man was in his own way 
victorious. 

In New York City to be honored, the 
NWA champion openly praised Mag- 
num T.A. ‘Il wouldn't be here being 
honored like this if it wasn’t for first- 
rate competition like Magnum. The 
championship doesn’t mean any- 
thing unless you wrestle the finest 
men in the world.’ T.A. wasn’t 
shocked to hear Flair speak like that. 
“Ric’s a man’s man,’ said the chal- 
lenger. ‘You can see a hundred clips 
of him in action, but nothing can pre- 





pare you for the man, himself. He's 
fast and strong, everything the world 
champion should be.” 

“My being unable to lift his belt is 
nothing to be ashamed of. Now, | un- 
derstand why he's been able to hold 
the belt so long. Ric is probably the 
greatest grappler in the world today.’ 

After a few more brief comments to 
the press, Flair and Magnum chatted 
privately. Words like ‘tag-team, ‘un- 
beatable, and ‘Road Warriors’ were 
overheard. At evening's end, the 
champion and challenger ex- 
changed phone numbers and T.A. 
mentioned a favorite fishing hole of 
his. 


Flair takes time out to give a female fan a little attention 
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ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


a(-)eae) me)i The Mat Photos and story by Pete Kaczynski 
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In spite of the big bucks offered to 
wrestle (if you could call it that) in 
America, the Butcher was perfectly 
happy inflicting his nauseating pun- 
ishment on the French-speaking Ca- 
nadians. In his own brand of lunacy, 
Abdullah was enjoying his savage re- 
venge on the same kind of people 
who had driven him out of Paris. It 
wasn’t until after his match with Ca- 
nadian heavyweight champ Jacques 
~ Rougeau that the Butcher’s curse 
was finally lifted. 

Against the late Rougeau, the 
Butcher had been thwarted. For as 
often as he raked his challenger’s 
eyes and tore away at Jacques’ nos- 


trils, the Canadian came back even 
stronger. Two dropkicks sent the 
Butcher through the ropes and crash- 
ing into the steel protectors around 
the ring. Abdullah wound up in the 
hospital for two months and needed 
the aid of a cane for two more. 

Embarrassed by this loss of face, 
the Butcher sought new lands to con- 
quer. Pedro Martinez was a major 
force in Abdullah's entry into the US 
mat scene. Martinez, a wrestler and 
promoter, decided to use the roving 
Butcher to rid his own area (Detroit) of 
the equally revolting Sheik. 

In a savage feud, Abdullah and the 
Sheik sickened even the strongest 





stomach with an orgy of violent unre- 
strained indulgence. Like a pair of an- 
imals, the two bona fide villains 
gloated in their own blood baths. 
There was no rulebook to curb their 
viciousness. Finally Martinez, dis- 
gusted by the constant sight of a red- 
stained ring, sent both men packing. 
The Sheik headed for retirement, 
while Abdullah became a free-wheel- 
ing menace—a threat to anyone who 
got in his way. Even modern-day gi- 
ants such as Andre and Baba were 
not able to halt his ugly path. 

lt was not long after his US debut 
that Abdullah was wearing the World 
Heavyweight Championship belt as 
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recognized by the now defunct Na- 
tional Wrestling Federation (NWF). 
He has held quite a few titles since 
then, but such honors mean nothing 
to him. 

“The Butcher just wants to cripple 
and hurt.” concluded Flair. 

When other matmen refer to the 
‘tools of their trade, they usually 
mean their overall prowess as wres- 
tlers. When the obese Abdullah The 
Butcher says ‘tools of the trade’ he is 
referring to steel chairs, razors, stab- 
bing fountain pens, barbed wire, 
forks, chains and the faithful screw- 
drivers. As the scars on Ernie Ladd, 
Andre the Giant, Carlos Colon and 
countless others attest to, the 
Butcher is the King of Foreign Ob- 
jects. 

He is Mandrake The Magician in 
his ability to conceal the use of his 
weapons from referees. In a recent 
match against Carlos Colon, the ad- 
dition of another referee failed to de- 
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tect the sharp fork hidden in Abdul- 
lah’s baggy trousers. “| don’t care 
how much they pay me, | won't wres- 
tle the Butcher for all the gold in his 
teeth,’ said one veteran grappler. 
‘When | heard he’s coming into my 
region, | pack my bags and look for 
work elsewhere. I've got a wife and 
two sons | have to think of.” 

Ric Flair, the world champion, also 
draws aline when it comes to defend- 
ing his ‘precious ten pounds’ against 
Abdullah. “As champ, | can’t refuse 
anyone the promoters select. But! do 
demand certain things when | face 
Abdullah. One thing | request is that a 
referee frisk him first in the dressing 
room and then a second time in the 
ring. It’s my own two-point safety 
check. The last time, the first referee 
found a piece of barbed wire in his 
boots, but didn’t notice the razor 
blade in his wrist bandage.” 

“Even so, he’s used chairs and 
brass knuckles on me,’ continues 





the champ.” The best way to beat him 
is to pace yourself. The Butcher may 
be the greatest rulebreaker, but he’s 
no athlete. In fifteen minutes, you can 
have him huffin’ and puffin’. His only 
threat is in the first part of a match, 
otherwise he tires.” 

Born in the Sudan, Abdullah 
started his career in Africa. Spotted 
by a French promoter, he was con- 
tracted and brought to France. There 
he was an instant success. The 
Butcher was unlike anyone the 
French wrestling public had ever 
seen. Instead of headlocks and 
bearhugs, he tore into his opponents 
with chopping gouges to the wina- 
pipe and eyes. Once he had them 
down and writhing in uncontrollable 
spasms, the Butcher kicked away 
with his familiar pointed Arabian 
boots. Pinning his hapless adversar- 
ies was the last thing on his de- 
mented mind; instead commonly the 
referee would push Abudilah away 
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That's The Butcher reaching into his pants for some hidden object. 








from the other wrestler and declare 
him the winner. , 

After an unmerciful match in Paris 
caused a riot involving 500 specta- 
tors, The Butcher was asked to leave 
the country. Speaking only Arabic 
and a smattering of French, his own 
choice was Montreal, Canada. The 
small Sudanese and Arab commu- 
nity in Quebec welcomed him as their 
hero. Mostly factory workers and 
common laborers, these people 
wanted Abdullah to be the kind of 
wrestler they could worship and aa- 
mire. Instead, even these hero-hun- . 
gry countrymen were turned off by his 
loathsome and illegal tactics. 

The fans may have disappeared, 
but the money was pouring in. Abdul- 
lah The Butcher was the man-you- 
loved-to-hate. He topped bills all over 
the province for three years in a row. 
Soon promoters from the States 
came up to view this disgusting wild- 
man from Africa. 
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Welcome to this month’s edition of 
the Fan Club Column. | hope every- 
one enjoyed the Dave Meltzer inter- 
view in last month's column. Before 
reviewing the items submitted for this 
month's issue, | would like to offer a 
few points on the purchase of bulle- 
tins: 

(1) A bulletin is never what you ini- 
tially hope it will be. They are 
always too small for the price. 
Remember, though, you are 
dealing with a small business. 
The material is printed in the 
best way possible with one pur- 
pose in mind—to entertain and 
inform the reader. The more in- 
formative and entertaining bul- 
letins last along time; those that 
are not as good suffer for lack of 
readers and fall by the wayside. 
Never, but never, judge a bulle- 
tin by the first copy, unless 
you've just shelled out $2.50 
and have received a one-page, 
handwritten travesty in return. 
But then, that is an extreme sit- 
uation. No bulletins of that 
stripe will be reviewed here. 

(2) Ask yourself a question, ‘Do | 
find myself re-reading this bul- 
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Buck Zum Hofe (above vs. Bobby Heenan) hasafanclubrun by S.J. Williamson, 1515 
South Clermont St., Denver, CO 80222. Annual membership dues are $10.00 


letin, or referring to it?’ If the 
answer is yes, than you have se- 
lected a winner. Does the bulle- 
tin address your needs? If your 
interest is Mid-South wrestling, 
does the particular bulletin pro- 
vide you with enough informa- 
tion about the area? Be selec- 
tive: subscribe to one or two 
general interest bulletins and a 
regional bulletin that covers the 
area of your interest. If a bulletin 
sounds enticing, try a sample 
copy; that is the best way to find 
out. — 

(3) How informative is the bulletin? 
lf the information presented is 
that which can easily be 
gleaned off the television 
screen, perhaps another bulle- 
tin is preferable. Be choosy: af- 
ter all, it's your money. 


Bulletin of the Month 


CALIFORNIA WRESTLING—Mark 
Vellios, Ed. 33 Moccasin Lane, Roll- 
ing Hills Estates, California 90274. 
Single issue: $1.50; six issues: 
$9.00; twelve issues: $18.00 

A top-notch bulletin covering the 
wrestling action of the California |n- 
dependent promotions. (Yes, Vir- 
ginia, there does exist an indepen- 
dent promotion in California.) Quality 


printing on 8" x 14” per with excel- 
lent reproduction of photographs. 
Contains news, interviews, match de- 
scriptions, and ratings. | found the 
writing excellent and in-depth; this 
bulletin was a welcome introduction 
to a promotion | was not well-versed 
on, andl found the profiles and analy- 
sis fascinating. If you ever wondered 
about wrestlers such as Junior 
Maivia, Chief Jay Strongbow Jr., Jack 
Armstrong, Billy Anderson, and the 
Great Goliath, this bulletin should be 
right up your alley. Even if you 
couldn't care less about these peo- 
ple, the bulletin is still worth a try, due 
to its overall excellence. Definitely a 
winner and definitely worth your time. 


General Interest 


GLOBAL WRESTLING—Tom Burke, 
Ed. 31 Groveland St., Springfield, MA 
01108 Single issue—$1.50 + SASE, 
Four month sub.—$7.00, One year— 
$21.00, One year foreign—$26.00 

The oldest continuous wrestling 
bulletin in existence. News, results, 
and other features that entertain and 
inform. Layout is much like that of a 
magazine. Excellent writing and 
opinion; no wasted words or space. 
Also a worldwide bulletin in coverage, 
from New Zealand to Japan to Madi- 
son Square Garden. A best buy. 
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Mike O’Hara runs the Official Hulk Hogan Fan Club from Box 651, Gracie Station, NY, 


NY 10028-0011. Annual dues are only $5.00. 


WRESTLING OBSERVER NEWS- 
LETTER—David Meltzer, Ed. 111 
Clifford #7, Turlock, CA 95380-4663. 
Four issues for $5.00 are only sub- 
scriptions accepted. 

lf every bulletin were this good, | 
wouldn’t have to do this column. 
Eight intense pages of information 
and opinion, covering the latest news 
in the world of wrestling. | give a warn- 
ing: if your idea of wrestling is that it 
should not be scrutinized as with 
every other sport, then don't waste 
your time buying this bulletin. If, how- 
ever, you like an in-depth look at the 
world of wrestling in intelligent, plain 
language by a professional journal- 
ist, then there is no other bulletin for 
you. Case closed. 


MAT WORLD—Irwin Lazar, Ed. 87, 
Wexford Dr., Oakdale, NY 11769 
Single issue—$1.00; Six issues— 
$5.25 

Claiming to be the first computer- 
ized wrestling bulletin, this is a neatly 
printed bulletin about 10-16 pages in 
length covering news from around 
the federations with entertainment 
sections thrown in such as dream 
matches. Not bad for its kind; in fact, 
it can be quite enjoyable and worth 


your time as well as money (the price 
is certainly right). A bulletin to take a 
chance on. 


Specialized Interest 


- ALL-GIRL WRESTLING—Tom 


Burke, Ed. Address same as for 
GLOBAL WRESTLING. 
Latest issue—$4.00 

The only bulletin entirely devoted 
to the distaff side of the sport. (How’s 
that for cliches?) If women’s wrestling 
is your interest, then this bulletin is a 
must. Even if women’s wrestling is 
not your bag, this bulletin is so well- 
written that it truly demands your time 
and interest. It treats the sport of 
women’s wrestling seriously, not just 
as a sideshow; in this respect, it dif- 
fers strongly with the way promoters 
are presenting it today. For the seri- 
ous fan. 


Correspondence 


Jason Martinez, 343 E 32nd St., Lov- 
eland, CO 80537 has an update letter 
covering wrestling in Colorado, To ob- 
tain. it just send Jason a self-ad- 
dressed, stamped envelope. Jason 
also has a wrestling hotline for cor- 
respondents to call: (303) 669-1785. 





Please, no late calls. Andif| may add, 
Jason, no collect calls, ever. What Ja- 
son is looking for is correspondents 
to share information with. His bulletin 
is good, though hand-written. But as 
he is only thirteen, | find both it and 
him to be first-rate. For his age, he 
writes well: when he learns to type, 
he should make one great wrestling 
correspondent. 


Wanted To Sell Or Swap 


Larry Theobald, 1249 Halstead, Mus- 
catine, lowa 52761 has color photos 
of WWF, WWA, AWA, NWA, and Inde- 
pendent wrestlers that he would like 
to trade. For color photos of lady 
wrestlers please send a SASE for his 
list. He also has AWA programs for 
sale; for a listing, please send a 
SASE. 


If you have a bulletin to plug, photos 
to sell, items to swap, or correspon- 
dents to seek, please write me at the 
following address: 
27 Linden Ave., Apt. B-6 
Irvington, N.J. 07111 
Till next time, take care. 


GENE GORDON 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


SPECIALIZING 
IN LADY WRESTLERS 


Most extensive selection available 
Posed & Candid Shots 
B/W & Color (all sizes) 
e From late 1950's to present 
Shots of men wrestlers also available 


Send 2 Ist Class Stamps For Complete 
Ladies List 


202 West D. Street 
Newton, North Carolina 28658 
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Jesse ‘The Body’ Nontura 


Photos by Stephan Driscoll 
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Time is running out on Jesse Ven- 


tura’s dream. The game for great- , 


ness is in the final quarter, and it’s up 
to Jesse to pull it out. He’s had 
couple of shots at Hulk Hogan and 
failed to lift the world title. A big let- 
down, when you remember Ventura 
has been wrestling longer than the 
Hulkster. Athletically they might be 
equals, but ‘The Body’ should have 
been able to outwit his younger oppo- 
nent. 

A receding hairline must tell this 
aging hippy that it’s now or never. 
Moreover, his recent illness is no 
longer a secret. The WWF blew the 
hush-hush lid on that in their own 
magazine. Iwo years ago, Jesse be- 
gan to notice he was having difficult 
inhaling. While touring in San Diego, 
California, Ventura was examined by 
a local doctor who discovered blood 
clots lodged in both lungs. The doctor 
had Jesse check into Sharpe Cabrillo 
Hospital for several days. There he 
was treated with medication and 
drugs to dissolve the lung clots. The 
doctor's treatment broke-up the 
blockage by thinning the blood 
throughout his body. However, Jesse 


could not even train while under his 


doctor’s care. 

Jesse came into the Northeast at 
the wrong time. When he arrived in 
the WWF, outsiders were pushed 
quickly into title matches with the 
Champion. Nowadays, outsiders like 
Bundy and Randy ‘Macho Man’ Sav- 
age season themselves for months 
before going against the Big Guy. A 
wrestler with medical problems like 
‘The Body’ could have benefitted 
from that. In fairness, he did have 
time to get over his treatments while 
working at ringside with Vince McMa- 
hon, Jr, Gorilla Monsoon and Jack 
Reynolds. 

Adding insult to injury, when Ven- 
tura did wrestle Hogan, it was outside 
New York City and not Madison 
Square Garden. Evidently Jesse 
wasn't a big-enough name to fill the 
famous arena. Or, perhaps he 
couldn't pass the very strict NY Box- 
ing & Wrestling Commission's health 
inspection. Was he better off in the 
AWA? Not really. Nick Bockwinkle 
and Rick Martel avoided ‘The Body’ 
like the plague. Jesse is a prime ex- 
ample of being ‘too good for his own 
good. Sick or healthy, the brawling 
bodybuilder gives 100%. You might 
not agree with his choice of elbow 
smashes and knee lifts, but he’s all 
heart. 












hy 


ara 


ow 






=—_ 


ow, 






<>. 


e 
, VX 
3 VW 

Ma RH ) 

Throw a brick wall in front of Ven- 
tura and he'll plow right through it. 

Some say Jesse’s just not champi- 
onship material. Some say he missed 
his chances early on. And for a long 
time, Jesse did divide himself be- 
tween a wrestling career, playing with 

a rock band, and bodyguarding stars 
like Mick Jagger. He came into pro 
wrestling after astintin Vietnam. One 
of his first wrestling gigs was with 
Gust Karass, a promoter from St. Jo- 
seph. According to former wrestler, 
Lord Alfred Hayes, Ventura was 
brought in to fill in Hayes’ schedule. 
The veteran wrestler was going home 
to England on family business. Ven- 
turawas abig hitin the Midwest. It’s at 
that time, people say, he should have 
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made his first attempts at the world 
titles. Politics being what they are, the 
powerful wrestler found he could not 
get cracks at either NWA champion 
Jack Brisco or AWA champion Verne 
Gagne. Denied this, Ventura’s inter-. 
est in other things became apparent. 
Now is the time. Jesse must once 
again go into training, and try for Ho- 
gan’s belt. It'll be hard, he’s lost any 
of the ground he had previously held. 
Ventura, forget trying to out-muscle 
the Hulkster, as you did in your first 
group of bouts. You’re too evenly 
matched. Go for experience, use 
your superior knowledge to beat the 
champ. Counter his moves and beat 
him to the drop kicks. Take charge 
man! It's your last chance. 
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KENDALL WINDHAM 
He’s The Best—Forget The Rest 


Kendall Windham gets a grip on ‘The Grappler. In his first year as a pro, Kendall has already won the Florida heavyweight title. 


| think one of the nicest things 
about following the sport of wrestling 
is that it allows you the opportunity to 
watch a young, raw talent polish his 
skills and become a full fledged main 
eventer. 

Kendall Windham is such a wres- 
tler. He’s coming of age quite quickly 
in a business that takes years to mas- 
ter, and he has accomplished some 
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pretty remarkable feats in the interim. 
He won his very first match, which 
was also televised (a double portion 
of butterflies in the stomach on that 
night for Kendall, no doubt!). On Sep- 
tember 2, 1985in Tampa, Florida, he 
defeated Jack ‘The Stretcher’ Hart 
for the Florida heavyweight champi- 
onship, giving him a major title within 
his first year of professional competi- 


a 


tion. 

The tall, lean and lanky lad from 
Sweetwater, Texas may have one 
edge over the rest of today’s young 
rookies. With a brother named Barry, 
who has held many regional titles as 
well as being a two-time WWF world 
tag team champion, and having a fa- 
ther who wrestles under the name of 
Blackjack Milligan on your side, how 





can you possibly fail? 

Kendall, who looks more like a bas- 
ketball player than a wrestler, must 
obviously force himself to seconds 
and thirds at the dinner table to fill out 
that 66" frame of his. But for now, the 
blond giant seems more intent on de- 
veloping his own style and perfecting 
his own style and pet maneuvers. For 
Starters, he’s got that short, concise 
and potent forearm of his, down pat. 
It's one mean move from which very 
few of his opponents arise. Kendall 
has not, however, come to grips with 
his height advantage. Even though 









he towers over many of his foes, he 
prefers to wrestle in a style which 
seems to compliment his opponent's 
abilities. Instead of using those long 
limbs of his to their maximum effi- 
ciency, he permits his size to work 
against him. This flaw may wind up 
costing him the Florida heavyweight 
championship. 

The 20 year-old marvel has shown 
himself as aforce to reckon within the 
‘Sunshine State. However, at this 
time Windham has yet to face the re- 
ally big guns. How will Kendall fare 
against the likes of ‘Hustler’ Rip Rog- 


Be A great scientific wrestler, Kendall Windham 


has teamed with Mike Graham as a tag 
team partner. Kendall’s brother, Barry, 
has held the WWF tag team titles twice. 
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Rip Oliver is down and in trouble against Kendall. 


ers and his ever-present valet, Miss 
Brenda? Or how about the powerful 
and athletic ‘Ravishing’ Rick Rude? 
And let’s not forget Jack Hart, who's 
waiting his chance to regain the 
championship. lf Kendall can hold 
the belt long enough, it will assure 
him of his greatest challenge to date 
in the person of NWA world heavy- 
weight champion Ric Flair. Who 
knows, Kendall Windham is the type 
of an individual who likes to go 
against the expected. 

lf or when he gets that crack at 
Flair’s title, he may surprise us all. 












INTERNATIONAL REPORT 


Don Caras has established himself as a unique wrestler and is not 


in the shadow of his famous brother. 


MEXICO 


Below the Rio Grande River they 
call our favorite sport ‘Lucha Libre’ 
It’s basically the same as everywhere 
in the world; however, there are some 
differences. Masked wrestlers seem 
to bloom to their fullest in the Latin 
American countries. This INTERNA- 
TIONAL REPORT will give the read- 
ers a little more insight of the ‘Lucha 
Libre; scene south of the border. 

Wrestling is promoted under three 
major organizations, and there area 
host of smaller independent groups 
as well. The National Wrestling Asso- 
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ciation is well represented, with their 
office of Arena Mexico headed by Mr. 
Salvador Lutteroth. This office has 
been around for ‘over a half-century 
and is the leading group in the coun- 
try. The NWA office’s major rival is the 
Universal Wrestling Alliance headed 
by Francisco Flores. The third group 
is under the banner of International 
Lucha Libre promoted by Nam Lee. 
This group is the only promotional 
body on television. 

Mil Mascaras is no doubt the most 
famous of all Mexican wrestlers. He 
has been a major star in his native 





Baby Face is popular with his many lady fans. 


land, in the United States, Japan and 
elsewhere. A former world champion, 
as recognized by the old International 
Wrestling Alliance, he continues to 
headline cards in between his many 
movies. Mil has some twenty films to 
his credit. A recent board game un- 
der the name of Mil Mascaras’ Pro 
Wrestling Game is produced by Ber- 
nie Lopez. The game sells for $12.00 
plus $3.00 for postage. It’s available 
from Mil Mascaras Inc., Box 11042, 
El Paso, TX 79983. 

The most popular unmasked wres- 
tler in the country is a good-looking 
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Race turns the tables on the NWAchamp with this The ex-champfinds the goingroughas en ac 


shoulder high powerslam. he's on the receiving end of akidney-pu w 





The referee checks as Flair twists the armo 





Harley’s command is shortlived, as Flair takes Race to the 
Canvas with a short-arm scissors. ; 
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The Decline 
and Fall 


By Ed Garea 


Two years ago, he was the rage of 
the WWF; a recently-reformed heel, 
the Babyface of all babyfaces. A man 
who could do no wrong. Today, he is 
working in Hawaii, his place in the 
WWF being taken by Ricky Steam- 
boat, also a Polynesian. To put it in a 
simple phrase, “What happened?” 
The road to the top was easy; and the 
fall too steep. 

Jimmy Snuka arrived in the WWF 
from the Crockett promotions of the 
Mid-Atlantic area with a reputation as 
a great heel. Stooged by Lou Albano, 
Snuka made his way to main event 
status in no time flat, culminating ina 
series of matches with then cham- 
pion Bob Backlund. Although Snuka 
eventually came out the loser in the 
series, he nonetheless awed and to- 
tally amazed the crowd with his feats 
of flying derring-do. In a steel cage 
match at Madison Square Garden, 
Snuka missed his superfly leap and 
Backlund pinned him. What | failed to 
mention was that the leap was taken 
from the top of the cage, over fifteen 
feet high. To take that big a chance 
showed a lot of guts. Snuka was the 
most exciting wrestler to hit the WWF 
in along, long time. 

Despite having finished the series 
with Backlund, Snuka remained a vi- 
able product due to his. sustained 
popularity. Inacase such as this, only 
one path may be followed in the trans- 
formation from evil into good. This 
was accomplished via something 
known as ‘Rogers’ Corner,’ an inter- 
view segment conducted by Buddy 
Rogers in his best wooden style. 
Buddy was determined to ‘save’ 
Snuka from the evil clutches of Al- 
bano. This was truly amazing, con- 
sidering that while in the Carolinas, 
Rogers was the guy who turned 
Jimmy Snuka into a heel in the first 
place. 

Rogers tells Snuka that Snuka is 
dead broke; Albano had squandered 
all his money (?) and there was noth- 
ing left. Wow, just consider for a min- 
ute, if you will, that anyone would in- 
vest his or her hard-earned shekels 
with the likes of Lou Albano; that is 
truly mind-boggling. Thus Snuka was 


Jimmy ‘Superfly’ Snuka 


a 
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Snuka had his mighty hands full when he challenged Andre the Giant. 


now a babyface complete with Rog- 
ers aS manager. There was now a lu- 
Crative series of feuds with the likes of 
Ray Stevens and others. Jimmy 
Snuka was riding the crest of the 
wave. Then he fell of the magic surf- 
board. 

First came news of an arrest in Syr- 
acuse, where it took nine cops to sub- 
due an allegedly “undressed” Snuka 
while Snuka’'s girlfriend (aka ‘travel- 
ing companion’) screamed at both 
Snuka and the police. The general 
reaction was the boys will always be 
boys, no matter what, and the inci- 
dent was shrugged off with a smile. 
But a short time later, those smiles 
were turned to frowns as a new story 
broke over the newswires. Snuka’s 
girlfriend was found dead in a Penn- 
sylvania motel room under mysteri- 
ous circumstances and Snuka was 
being questioned in regard to the in- 
cident. What really happened that 
night was never made clear and re- 
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mains fuzzy to this day. There were a 
few explanations bandied about, but 
to print them here would be terribly 
unfair to Mr. Snuka. Nevertheless, 
the effect was crystal clear: Snuka 
was no longer a favorite in every wres- 
tling fan’s eyes, especially those of 
women. |can remember them tauting 
him after Garden shows; clearly ex- 
pressing their displeasure. What was 
needed now was a major rehabilita- 
tion of the Superfly’s image. 

This was attempted via feuds with 
Don Muraco and Roddy Piper, and all 
seemed to go well. But then came an 
‘injury’ to Snuka during a match with 
Piper, and the Tonga Kid was brought 
back to the WWF and pushed as a 
main eventer. When Snuka returned, 
he and the Kid teamed up, a success- 
ful teaming that abruptly ended with 
the Kid’s defection to the AWA. Jimmy 
went on tour to the Middle East, but 
was sent home under strange cir- 
cumstances; unexplained at that. We 


at home began to see less and less of 
the Superfly, and finally, after another 
Middle Eastern trip ended in disaster, 
we didn't see the Superfly at all, until 
he turned up on Mrs. Maivia’s Hono- 
lulu spectacular. 

(EDITOR NOTE: During this time, 
Snuka was, reportedly, still under 
contract to the WWF and working in 
Japan.) 

What really happened? There were 
rumors of heavy drug and alcohol 
abuse, especially in Middle East. 
Was this the case? We can't say for 
sure, though there had to have been 
some reason for Snuka’s erratic be- 
havior. lf so, will he return to the Main- 
land and the top of the heap? One 
would assume so; after all, they in the 
WWE are not still pushing the Snuka 
wrestling doll for nothing. Whatever 
Jimmy’s problems, we sincerely 
hope he can defeat them and return 
to being one of the most entertaining 
wrestlers ever to perform in the ring. 
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THE SOUTH PACIFIC CONNECTION-Superfly Snuka, Samoa #1, 2, 3 and the Tonga Kid 1 and 2. 
Through glassy eyes, Snuka stares out at the crowd. Why is Jimmy in Japan? 
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Videos & Photos 





Real Matchesin ProRing 


LADY WRESTLING! 








Tape #101 Tape #102 Tape #103 
Non-stop Action! 
No shipping or mailing charge! 
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ACROSS FROM THE MGM GRAND 
160 EAST FLAMINGO ROAD 
LAS VEGAS; NEVADA 89109 

(702) 731-4300 


For toll free reservations from Continental U.S 
QOial BOO-634-6987 


an 
maxim 


on | 7 AN) | 





LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
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Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


) A NEW SHAPE | 


IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the | 
muscles you wantin just 30 days. Turn that | 
scrawny body ofskin and bones intoapoweriul | 


appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a-day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 


| rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 


Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say..."/'ve never looked so great in my life’. 
L.D., Chicago /!L. "Thanks to your Hercuplan 
program | am now proudto be seen ina bathing 
suit’ L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 


— — — Noney Back Guarantee - — — — 


Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU266FA 
877 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 
Please send my order today! 

O 30 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
O60 day only $11.98 O90 day only $17.98 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH 
O) Add $2.00 to the above prices forthe Super 

strength program 
Ol am adding $1.50 for express service 
Name 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio Masque with Salicylic Acid | 


MUST CLEAR UP 
mms 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads 


OR YOU PAY g 
NOTHING! <7 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of acne, 
report their new.-improved formula now 
contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA tests have 
proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% effective 
againstacne, Bio Masque with Salicylic Acid 
penetrates the skin pores to work 3 ways: (1) 
ithelps dry and clear up blackheads and acne 
pimples; (2) it allows the skin to heal; (3) it | 
helps keep the skin clear and help prevent the | 
development of new acne. You are asked to 
apply mask, let it harden, peel it off just 20 
minutes later, skin will be noticeably clearer 
and more attractive. Bio Masque ts safe and 
is available without a prescription. A 4-oz. | 
bottle $6.98; Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE™— 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98. 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 
Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA2Z66FA 
871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y, 11507 





» COME IN FROM 
THE COLD 


SPIO! 


and read 


TAGE 


MAGAZINE 


From the Kremlin to the White House — and everywhere inbe- 
tween — ESPIONAGE Magazine is bringing readers the best 
spy stories ever written. Each 164 page issue is packed with fact 
and fiction: ON FILE and SPYING THROUGH TIME reveal 
the actual events that have shaped our world, ABOUT OTHER 
THINGS comments on current espionage events,and our fic- 
tion describes that which might have been and could yet be. 


For a one-year, 6-issue subscription to ESPIONAGE Magazine, $15.00 (Cana- 
dian orders add $2, foreign add $5) or a two-year, 12-issue subscription, $27.00 — 
a saving of three dollars (Canadian orders add $4, foreign add $10), send your 
check/money order payable in U.S. funds to ESPIONAGE MAGAZINE, 


Dept. 


H W R 1 POB 8974, Wilmington, DE, 19899. 
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Zbyzsko vs. Backlund 





Laden with a balding and greying 
uppercrust, the AWA's survival de- 
pends on Larry Zbyzsko. Older wres- 
tlers like Verne Gagne, Ray Stevens, 
Nick Bockwinkle and Baron Von Ras- 
chke can't cut it with the majority of 
younger ticket buyers. The recent de- 
parture of ‘Jumping’ Jimmy Brunzell 
leaves an even wider gap. 

Aside from the Road Warriors, and 
maybe Rick Martel, Larry Zbyzsko is 
the AWA's hottest young property. As 
far away as Anchorage, Alaska, Larry 
can pack themin. “I’m the best,’ said 
Zbyzsko in an Arctic media blitz. “If 
you want to see the best, get your 
butts over to the Sullivan Arena.” 
2,000 of the faithful did just that. 

Against the brawny Sgt. Slaughter, 
Larry was courageous if not success- 
ful. Outweighed in terms of 50 -to- 80 
lbs., he hurt the champwith kicks and 
punches. Slaughter weathered the 
rain of blows, then gave Zbyzsko a 
bumpy ride along the top rope. The 
challenger was being battered with- 
out mercy when Nick Bockwinkle tn- 
tervened. Outraged at the younger 
man’s agony, Bockwinkle came from 
behind to piledrive Slaughter. Larry 
was foiled. Once again, the Sarge 
kept the Americas title by disqualifi- 
cation. 

The Americas championship once 
belonged tothe man from Pittsburgh. 
In fact, it was the first belt he had held 
since purchasing the NWAss National 
title from Killer Brooks. The former 
protege of Bruno Sammartino, he 
won the Americas championship af- 
ter a three-day, 24-wrestler tourna- 
ment in Mexico City. Before being 
pinned by Slaughter, Zbyzsko had 
planned on making this belt the most 
important championship in all of 
wrestling. 

A vile rulebreaker, Larry had no 
problem turning back the scientific 
challenges of Bob Backlund and 
Brad Rheingan. However, the dura- 
ble Sgt. Slaughter was the perfect 
mixture of brawling and wrestling to 
defeat the champion. In Chicago, 
Slaughter brought down Zbyzsko 
with a volley of backbreakers. Try as 
he might, Larry could not mount a 
strong counterattack. With the belt 
slipping from his grasp, he made an 
attempt for disqualification. But when 
he ran out of the ring, Slaughter 
dragged him back. Going outside the 
squared-circle was Larry's biggest 
mistake. While out there, Slaughter 
softened the champ by ramming his 
face repeatedly into the scorer’s ta- 
ble. Barely conscious by the time 
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S) .Zbyzsko shoulder-block puts Curt Henning on the canvas. 
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they were back inside the ring ropes, 
Larry was an easy victim of the neck- 
breaker. 

“The fans gave me this victory,’ 
shouted Slaughter in a locker room 
interview. They didn't want a crumb 
like Zbyzsko holding the Americas ti- 
tle. When he turned on Bruno Sam- 
martino, he turned on the American 
dream. When he tried to buy the Na- 
tional title he turned on American 
sportsmanship.” 

“Letters from across this great 
country begged me to forget Ric Flair 
and go after Zbyzsko. I’m happy | 
didn’t let the fans down.” 

However, the Sarge may regret 
ever having won the belt. Each free- 
for-all with the grudge-bearing chal- 
lenger leaves the older man more 
and more exhausted. In their recent 
Alaskan clash, it was rumored 
Slaughter had an oxygen tank wait- 
ing in his dressing room. For Larry, 
time is on his side. 

Time, or rather the lack of it, trans- 
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formed young Larry from a decent 22 
year-old scientific grappler into an 
uncontrollable madman. Long ago in 
the WWF, Zbyzsko believed his best 
years were slipping by. “Bruno delib- 
erately stabbed me in the back. He 
tried to stifle my career,’ said Larry. 
“His main reason was to get behind 
his son and help his boy wrestle. 
Bruno had to get rid of me.” Accord- 
ing to Larry, he was being denied a 
title shot. 

‘| had to take my career in my own 
hands since Bruno turned out to be 
such a liar. | think the more Sammar- 
tino pushes David, it only proves to 
the fans that he stabbed me in the 
back.” 

Eleven years have passed since 
the 5'11” good guy was voted Rookie 
of the Year. Back then, he thanked the 
WWF champion. Larry said none of 
this would have been possible with- 
out Bruno, who taught the youngster 
everything that he knew. If it wasn’t 
for Sammartino, Larry would not have 


become a wrestler. In 1972, Larry 
won his first pro match against Frank 
Durso. Standing at the winner's side, 
Bruno said: “Larry has worked hard 
for this victory. | helped him in the 
beginning but Larry deserves all the 
credit. I'm sure this is just the start of 
a great wrestling career. Nothing 
could thrill me more than to see Larry 
wear the World Championship belt 
some day.’ . 

Being Bruno’s protege placed 
Larry in a difficult and dangerous po- 
sition. Knowing that the champ’s ene- 
mies were also his, Zbyzsko worked 
even harder. Top stars like Dom 
DeNucci, Jay Strongbow and Tony 
Parisi all wanted him as theirtag team 
partner. The Bearhug, Backbreaker 
and Boston Crab enabled him to best 
Killer Kowlaski, Nikolai Volkoff and 
‘Cowboy’ Bobby Duncum. Clearly, 
his pro career was moving along at a 
brisk pace. 

Yet, a tithe crack was nowhere in 
sight. In his own mind, Larry was los- 





ing a winning battle. “I had been an 
amateur state champ in 1968-69 and 
| got a scholarship to Penn State. But 
as a pro | couldn’t get my fair share. 
Finally, | offered Bruno a ‘loser- 
leaves-the-country’ match, but he 
was afraid to take me up onit. I’m the 
reason he retired.” 

Angry with his inability to win the 
world title, Larry went absolutely ber- 
serk. Before a million television view- 
ers he attacked Bruno with a steel 
chair. Larry sincerely felt the cham- 
pion was holding him back. The Pear! 
Harbor Assault led to a series of gru- 
éling battles, with Bruno usually win- 
ning by a narrow margin. While Larry 
feuded with Sammartino, Bob Back- 
lund defeated Billy ‘Superstar’ Gra- 
ham for the WWF belt. “I stopped my 
war with the ex-champion and took 
after Backlund. | wrestled the so- 
called champion and beat him. He 
was so bloody, he couldn’t stand up. 
His manager grabbed him by the foot 
and pulled him outside the ring. That 
way he could keep his precious belt. 

In the NWA, Larry had no better 
luck. World champions Ric Flair, Har- 
ley Race, Dusty Rhodes and Tommy 
Rich avoided him at all cost. His repu- 
tation for ruthlessness preceded him. 
Unable to get major matches, he of- 
fered $25,000 to Killer Brooks for 
Paul Orndorff’s National Title. Later 
Larry claimed he would not have 
gone this route if Orndorff had not 
been afraid to wrestle him. lf we are to 
believe Zbyzsko, ‘Mr. Wonderful’ 
refused to meet him. 

Larry's ill-gotten reign didn't last 
very long. Reviewing reports on the 
wrestler, NWA president Bob Geigel 
Stripped him of the belt. Geigel, who 
Larry refers to as ‘a jerk, describes 
Larry's winning effort as ‘reprehensi- 
ble. Desperate for a championship, 
the exchamp offered Geigel 
$100,000 to reinstate him. The NWA 
president responded by asking Zby- 
zsko to leave the league. 

The AWA, which had already 
picked up the ex-WWF stars Back- 
lund, Kimala, and Slaughter, signed 
Larry. Although the younger competi- 
tion is decent, it’s often left to Zbyzsko 
to provide ‘excitement. Currently, 
he’s doing a poor man’s Roddy Piper 
interview show. This lack of originality 
has some fans calling him a fading 
superstar. His brief span as Americas 
champ didn’t add to his credibility. 
However, the shortage of rivals in the 
AWA can only boost Larry Zbyzsko 
closer to the world title. 


Zbyzsko vs. Henning 
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5: Become A Professional Wrestler... 


“This One Has It All!” 
‘No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 






Learn all you need to know to become ag 
Professional Wrestler. Find out how to 
eee CONtact promoters in your state. Also 
. APRESS earn the professional way to train. 


Send $4.00 In Check or Money Order To 
BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 


The Wrestling Fans International 
Association was founded in 1967 asa 
service organization for the fans of 
professional wrestling. Our reorgani- 
zation in 1983 has resultedin an even 
further expansion of services to 
you—the FAN. The purpose of the 
W.F.1.A. is to promote good relation- 
ships among promoters, wrestlers 
and wrestling fans for the betterment 
of professional wrestling. 

The official publication of the asso- 
ciation—WRESTLING FAN NEWS— 
has proven to be a direct line of com- 
munication between the promoter, 
wrestler, and fan. Contents include a 
listing of W.F.I.A. affiliated fan clubs, 
directory of nationwide wrestling hot 
lines, feature articles, photo pointers, 
collectors series, regional reports 
and classified ads. 

Another direct line of communica- 
tion takes place each year at the 
W.F.I.A. conventions that are held in 
different parts of the country. Our 
1985 Convention took place August 
7-10th in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Members from all over the World 





smo WWFIA UPDATE 


Ric Flair receives the WFIA Wrestler of the Year award from WEFIA President, Jim Ross. 


were in attendance to witness some 
of the best wrestling action in the 
N.W.A. Ric Flair, Harley Race, Danny 
Collins (British/European Champion) 
and Debbie Combs were just a few of 
the top stars who attended the 
W.F.I.A. banquet. 

Special highlights of the 1985 con- 
vention included a “Tag Team Wres- 
tling Video Arcade Game’, ‘Ring 
Event’, auction, raffle and trivia con- 
test. A special slide/video presenta- 
tion was made during the banquet 
festivity (produced by WFIA Vice 
President, Connie Cook) that put ev- 
eryone on the edge of their seats and 
filled the banquet hall with applause! 

Planning stages have begun for 
the 1986 Convention which will take 
place in the Mid-South area. The con- 
vention also serves as the site for the 
annual general membership meeting 
of the W.F.I.A. Membership dues for 
1986 will be $16. You will receive the 
quarterly publication along with a 
special membership certificate and 
membership card. All convention 
plans will be reported as they pro- 
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gress. Dont miss out on one of the 
best times ever! 

The W.F.I.A. would be interested in 
hearing from all readers of WRES- 
TLING EYE. You may forward your 
membership dues and/or letters to: 
W.F.|.A. Headquarters, Box 451, 
Freeport, Illinois 61032. 
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High Quality Silk Screening 
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Allow five weeks for delivery 
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lfever there was a wrestling grudge 
feud aptly named ‘Battle Of The Ti- 
tans, it would be the current war 
waged between ‘Ravishing’ Rick 
Rude and Billy Jack Haynes. These 
two young powerhouses are a mutual 
animosity society. 

Both men are noted for their 
strength. With wrestling being a sport 
of great showmanship and intense 
pride, both grapplers felt they needed 
to prove their abilities not only to 
themselves but to the fans of Florida. 
What better way to prove their accu- 
mulated power than an arm wrestling 
match? The wheels were set in mo- 
tion, and the two young lions eventu- 
ally sat down across from each other. 
Eye-to-eye with muscles tense and 
their adrenalin flowing at high speed, 
the contest began. 

lt should be noted that Rude was a 
national arm wresiling champion a 
few years ago. This seemed to give 


the egotistical grappler a slight ad- | 


vantage. However Haynes, a Su- 
perbly muscled physical specimen, 
carried a 20-pound weight leverage. 
This alone could spell trouble for the 
‘Ravishing One.’ Undoubtedly, a 
more evenly matched duo would be 
hard to find. 

The sweat and strain continued as 
each man pulled and pushed. The 
hot lights and the SRO crowd at the 
TV studio helped raise the tempera- 
ture even more.on that hot, humid 
Florida night. Suddenly, Billy Jack 
seized the moment. Rude’s arm 
shook and came within inches of the 
hard table surface. When all else 
failed, Rude and his manager, Percy 
Pringle Ill, went for broke. Rude 
clubbed Haynes on the side of the 
head with a punishing blow. Quickly 
turning over the table, he grabbed for 
a nearby chair and proceeded to 


pummel the Oregonian superstar. . 


Rick certainly wanted to keep this sit- 
uation from happening once more, 
and he felt confident that his reckless 
attack would rid him of his powerful 
arch rival. Such was not to be the 
case. 

The following week Billy Jack ap- 
peared on TV to challenge Rude toa 
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$1,000 wager on a return arm wres- 
tling contest, without the interference 
of Pringle, and a regulation referee in 
the person of Bobby Hopkins, the 
heavyweight arm wrestling cham- 
pion. 

Both Rude and his manager were 
livid with rage. After some prodding, 
they agreed to the contest. Surely, 
they thought, lady luck would shine 
on them once more. The days quickly 
passed and all the physical prepara- 
tions were behind them. It was now 
just a matter of time before the an- 
swer would be known—who would be 
crowned the strongest man in Flor- 
ida? 

They took their seats and locked 


BILLY JACK HAYNES 


Muscle Tussle Wages On! 


Photos and story by Mike O’Hara 
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their massive hands into one fused 
bundle of explosive, unbridled power. 
The referee signaled for the match to 
begin and an incredible roar erupted 
from the crowd. Surely, this is how it 
must have been during a similar con- 
test of strength in Ancient Greece, | 
thought to myself. 

Billy Jack was obviously more de- 
termined in his workout regime, as 
this match was almost totally his from 
the very start. Without the assistance 
of Pringle, and with the watchful eye 
of Bobby Hopkins on both combat- 
ants, there was no place for Rude to 
go except down...Everyone cheered 
as Billy Jack Haynes was crowned 
Florida's premier strongman! 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE NAWA 


By Gene Gordon 


The North American Wrestling Alli- 
ance started in the early 1970's. It 
came to life through the combined ef- 
forts of Mid-West Wrestling, Ohio 
Championship Wrestling, Buckeye 
Wrestling, and All Star Wrestling, Inc. 
A tournament was held throughout 
the different areas covered by the 
aforementioned groups, to deter- 
mine the first champion. The laurels 
went to Anton Rojck. 

The NAWA spread throughout 
Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, Indi- 
ana, Wisconsin, Colorado, Idaho, 
Montana, North and South Dakota. 
Presently the NAWA operates on a 
smaller scale in Ohio, West Virginia 
and Tennessee. In the past, the 
greats of professional wrestling have 
headlined their cards. Stars such as 
. Bobo Brazil, Lars Anderson, Flying 
Fred Curry, Dick The Bruiser, the 
Great Zoltan, Buddy Donovan, Jerry 
‘King’ Lawler, Dominic DeNucci, 
John Valiant, Jay Strongbow, Big Bob 
Bass and many more. 

Buddy Donovan, the present 
NAWA world champion, gained the ti- 
tle in July of 1972. Since then he's 
held the title on ten separate occa- 
sions. Buddy has squared off with the 
best the sport has to offer, including 
lvan ‘The Russian Bear’ Koloff, Jerry 
Valiant, the Great Abdullah, Spike 
Huber, the Black Giant and the ever- 
remembered Killer Kowalski. He has 
done his best to represent the NAWA 
aS a champion who cares about his 
fans. “| find it hard to understand 
some of the younger men who in- 
vaded this great sport as a means to 
vent their anger.’ At the present time, 
Buddy is having a difficult time hold- 
ing off the challenge of Zarr Zanyo. 

“| don't mind telling you that | don’t 
like that masked man. He knows how 
to wrestle, but seldom does. You 
might say he popped up out of no- 
where. He's thrown fire balls at a few 
opponents.” 

Another bad egg is the NAWA jr. 
heavyweight champion, John Di- 
Biase. He’s a good-looking kid with 
plenty of natural ability. However, he’s 
bent on crippling opponents any way 
he can. After a recent match, Jerry 
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NAWA heavyweight champion Buddy Donovan. 


occasions. 


‘King Lawler (although coming out 
on top) said DeBiase was not playing 
with a full deck. It was doubtful if 
Lawler would ever want to wrestle Di- 
Biase again. In another match at the 
Groveport Freshman School in 
Groveport, Ohio. The jr. heavyweight 
champion went after Chief Jay Silver- 
cloud with a wrath that can only be 
termed as insane. The Chief didn’t 
stand a chance against such a wild 
man. 

Big John is more of a scientific 
wrestler. He has entered the ring asa 
competitor from the 1950’s right on 
through the 1980's, and is still going 





He has held the title on ten separate 


strong. ‘I’m from New York City,’ said 
Big John. “I’ve been in professional 
wrestling since the fifties, having had 
a lot of fun and sometimes not so 
much fun. You know |'ve wrestled just 
about anybody that is somebody in 
this great sport. | know you remember 
Killer Buddy Austin, Big Bill Miller, Ar- 
gentina Rocca, and Buddy Rogers. | 
don’t wrestle near as much as | did 
back then, but it isn't because | don't 
get asked. You know the promoters 
today feel the fans want to see the 
muscle boys, but there are still fans 
that would much rather see down- 
right wrestling. Don't get me wrong, 


Sneaky Zarr Zanyo. 


I'm not saying they can’t wrestle. | 
just mean they go about it with a dif- 
ferent attitude. | just go out there to 
win, as | have always done for forty 
years.” 

In an unscheduled match, NAWA 
champion Buddy Donovan entered 
the ring against Big John. After 
nearly an hour, the champion was 
able to subdue his larger opponent. 

The biggest feud in the NAWA is 
between the ‘Italian Stallion’ Rocco 
Verona, and the man of mystery, Zarr 
Zanyo. When asked abouthis hate for 
the masked man, Rocco freely of- 
fered any information that could help 
us. Rocco comes from the city of Bea- 
ver Falls, PA. The reason we mention 
this is because we feel that this feud 
may even go back to high school days 


of wrestling or football. Although 
Rocco could not remember ever hav- 
ing any hassles with anyone in partic- 
ular during his school or Army days, 
he certainly made one real enemy in 
the form of Zarr Zanyo. 7 

Zarr Zanyo has still not enlightened 
anyone on his past. So we know as 
much about him now as we did when 
he started in the Mid West area about 
two years ago. He shows a great 
knowledge of wrestling, and uses this 
skill from time-to-time during his bet- 
ter matches. By better matches, we 
mean the good bouts in which he 
doesn’t employ a lot of the real un- 
necessary foul tactics. 

Rocco and Zarr Zanyo have 
squared off many times at the re- 
quest of Zarr Zanyo. The big question 





On everyone's mind is, why? Rocco 
has not, until recently, had any title so 
this could not have been the reason. 
Fact is that Zarr Zanyo may never find 
a: partner good enough to take the tag 
team titles held by the formidable duo 
of Rocco Verona and Billy Cameron. 
We do know that Zarr Zanyo has con- 
tacted Aaron Star, but in what capac- 
ity we do not know. At one time it was 
rumored that even Big Bob Bass was 
a likely partner. But Zanyo has had 
some real heated arguments with Mr. 
Bass, so that’s out. Zarr Zanyo may 
have to go outside the Mid West area 
to find a man who’s up to his stana- 
ards of wrestling or, should we say, 
down to his standards. 

You'll be hearing much more from 
the NAWA in the very near future. 


N.A.W.A. N.A.W.A. N.A.W.A. 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS JR. HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION 
BUDDY DONOVAN ROCCO VERONA & BILLY CAMERON JOHN DIBIASE 
1. Zarr Zanyo 1. Big Bob Bass & Tony Shane 1. Larry Curtis 
2. Big Bob Bass 2. The Jones Boys 2. Jerry Hart 
3. Rocco Verona 3. Jerry Hart and Big Bad John 3. The Ninji 
4. Aaron Star 4. Irish Mike McGee & Larry Curtis 4. Zoltan 
5. Chief Jay Silvercloud 5. Bull Moose & Mark Mattox 5. Sonny Pride 
6. Big Bad John 6. Billy Valentine & Dapper Dan 6. Billy Cameron 
7. Willie Barnett -7. Lord Zoltan & King Berger 7. lrish Mike McGee 
8. Tony Shane 8. The Great Danes 8. Paul Harley 
9. Carl Conrad Jr. 9. Zarr Zanyo & Aaron Star 9. Johnny Backlund 
10. Chief Black Eagle 10. John Dibiase and El Diablo 10. Danny Little Bear 
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ROOKIE OF THE MONTH 


Bill ‘The Brawler’ Salome 


Wrestling today depends a great 
deal on the constant flow of talented 
newcomers. One of the most talented 
and gifted of the new men is Bill ‘The 
Brawler’ Salome. This powerful 
young man comes into the pro ranks 
from the high school and college 
mats, with a brief side trip to the grid- 
irons. 

At six-foot and weighing 220 Ibs., 
Salome has catapulted himself into 
the regional limelight. Sensational 
performances in California and Ore- 
gon have everyone talking about ‘The 
Brawler. It's no secret that the 25 
year-old Salome is bound to enter the 
top echelon of wrestling very soon. 
‘From what the promoters tell me, all 
| need is one major victory over a top 
star and I’m in,’ says Bill. “In the 
Northwest, | had Ted DiBiase all but 
beaten when he jumped out of the 
ring. | had suplexed him and was go- 
ing for my finishing move, the reverse 
craddie, when DiBiase punched me 
in the forehead and leaped out of the 
ring. The referee awarded me the vic- 
tory, but it isn’t the same as pinning 
him.” 

In school Bill was elected co-cap- 
tain of his varsity wrestling squad. He 
also participated in track and field, as 
well as football as a linesman. Out- 
side of college, Salome won the Cali- 
fornia Powerlifting Championship as 
a light-heavyweight. “Weightlifting 
gave me the strength | need as a 
wrestler. Football forged my tough- 
ness and track added to my speed. | 
think a wrestler without strength, 
toughness and speed isn’t going to 
be much of a wrestler.” 

How much potential does Bill Sa- 
lome have? “Jerry Graham taught 
me everything | know. When! was just 
starting out, Dr. Graham gave me alot 
of help. For months we worked on bal- 
ance and just how to fall. Then when 
he thought | had mastered the ba- 
sics, we went on to hammerlocks and 
armbars. Then leg-holds and pinning 
combinations..| don't think anyone 
can dropkick as high as | can.” Keep 
your wrestling eye on this guy. 


Bill Salome makes easy work out of a sparring partner. 
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WRESTLING EYE’S OFFICIAL 
RATINGS 


World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
Heavyweight Champion—Hulk Hogan 














Contenders 9. Tito Santana 
1. Paul Orndorff 5. Junkyard Dog 10. Randy Savage 
2. Roddy Piper 6. Magnificent Muraco Tag Team Champions: 
3. Greg Valentine 7. Ricky Steamboat Greg Valentine & 
4. Big John Studd 8. The lron Sheik Brutus Beefcake 


American Wrestling Association (AWA) 
Heavyweight Champion—Rick Martel 


Contenders 
1. Sgt. Slaughter 5. Jimmy Garvin 9. Crusher Blackwell 
2. Michael Hayes 6. Baron Von Raschkle 10. King Konga 
3. Larry Zbyszko 7. Kimala Tag Team Champions: 
4. Greg Gagne 8. The Masked Superstar The Road Warriors 





National Wrestling Association (NWA) 
Heavyweight Champion—Ric Flair 


Contenders | 9. Chavo Guerrero 
1. Tully Blanchard 5. Abdullah The Butcher 10. Mike Graham 
2. Jerry ‘King Lawler 6. Adrian Street Tag Team Champions: 
3. Dusty Rhodes 7. Magnum T.A. Robert Gibson & 
4. Harley Race 8. Ted DiBiase Ricky Morton 








Women’s Ratings 
World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
World’s Champion—Wendi Richter 


9. Spider Woman 


Contenders 
1. Candi Divine 5. Peggy Lee 10. Susan Starr 
2. Liz Chase 6. Judy Martin Tag Team Champions: 
3. Debbie Combs 7. Peggy Pattersen Velvet Mcintyre & 
4. Lelani Kal 8. Velvet McIntyre Desiree Petersen 
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PROMOTER OF THE MONTH 





One thing that must be said for 
long-time pro wrestling favorite, and 
top flight promoter, Mike Graham is 
that he is a survivor. Perhaps no other 
man in the history of the sport has 
been put to the test as Mike has 
within the last year, and yet he carries 
on in fine Graham fashion. He is a 
figure of grim determination, waging 
a war for what he believes in. Mike is 
at a turning point in his career as his 
latest battle risks his entire existence 
within the sport and business. For 
young Graham must risk everything 
in order to maintain his wrestling pro- 
motion in the State of Florida. 

With the untimely and tragic sui- 
cide death of his father, Eddie Gra- 
ham, Mike had to quickly pick up the 
pieces and continue on with busi- 
ness-as-usual, regardless of his 
heavy heart. 

Not only did he face life without the 
most influential man in his life, but he 
faced anew enemy in the presence of 
a big-time wrestling promotion. The 
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Mike Graham By Mike O’Hara 


new promotional group had just en- 
tered the Florida market. Most impor- 
tantly, he faced his greatest chal- 
lenge ALONE! NWA Championship 
Wrestling from Florida has been on 
TV for 25 years and you don’t do 
somethinglike that by putting viewers 
to sleep. Mike, like his father before 
him is aware of the tastes of the area's 
fans and he does his best to provide 
for their needs. 

Many fans will tell you that the pro- 
motion has seen better days. Many 
claim the competition isn’t as keen as 
it was in those bygone days. C.W.F. 
remains a hometown product, giving 
the inexperienced newcomers a goat 
the big-time action by putting them in 
with a few seasoned pros. That's the 
heart and magic of this promotion, 
which many people seem to forget. 

What other area has seen so many 
hopeful youngsters like Barry Wind- 
ham, Paul Ellering, Jim Garvin and 
others go from TV preliminary bouts 
to main event status within the course 





Graham vs. The Grappler 


of a few years? In what other area 
have you seen a wrestler with the ar- 
ea’s worst win-loss record like Jack 
Hart go onward to gain the state 
championship? Mike follows in the 
tradition of his dad. If someone has 
the will and desire, he'll give them 
their big break. Chances are he'll 
even give them a few fine pointers. 
Grapplers like Jim Garvin and Steve 
Keirn appreciated the guidance and 
patience of Eddie Graham during 
their formative years. Mike carries on 
that same philosophy with several of 
today’s youngsters, in particular Ken- 
dall Windham. 

Mike Graham isn’t a man of huge: 
proportions, but he’s aman known as 
a giant killer. What he lacks in size he 
makes up for, ten fold, in heart and 
spirit. 

Beware, ring opponents and rival 
wrestling promoters! Mike Graham 
has been a winner all his life, and you 
know something? | think he’s going to 
keep it that way. 


Mike Graham, a second-generation wrestler and promoter 


ial ‘ 
ae ; 











By K.O. Lane 


Your pet ring heroes tell a lot about 
your personality. According to a re- 
cent survey, the wrestlers you like or 
dislike reveal the type of person you 
really are. Experts are using this new 
information to get a clearer under- 
standing of the inner workings of the 
human brain. 

If you like HILLYBILLY JACK, UN- 
CLE ELMER, and THE FUNKS, 
you're like a country boy or girl at 
heart. You prefer the simple, untrou- 
bled life style. You like people who are 


honest with you, and for the most part - 


you live your own life by the Golden 
Rule. Your favorite hobbies have 
something to do with the great out- 
doors—camping, hunting, fishing 
and hiking. 

A VON ERICH supporter is a con- 
servative and traditional person. 
Family is the most important thing in 
your day-to-day decisions. You call 
your girlfriend, boyfriend, husband, 
or wife at least once a day when 
you're not home. Quiet evenings at 
home are your cup of tea. In addition, 
as Kerry, Mike, Kevin and Chris seek 
advice from their father, you are will- 


ing to accept the guidance of older ~ 


people. You have a very strong sense 
of us-against-them. 

ADRIAN STREET, DUSTY 
RHODES, HULK HOGAN & RIC 
-FLAIR—You are very energetic, 
action-oriented and are prepared for 
anything. You spend a lot of time in 
front of the mirror and are very con- 
cerned with what others think of you. 
Your ego allows you to be self-indul- 
gent without the least feeling of guilt. 
You're a bit overbearing, but deter- 
mined to succeed. You're a good 
friend and people enjoy being with 
you. 

THE ROAD WARRIORS, ONE 
MAN GANG, THE MISSING LINK & 
GEORGE ‘THE ANIMAL’ STEEL— 
You are able to shut out others and 
withdraw into the privacy of your own 
thoughts. You like challenging the 
traditional values of right and wrong. 
Your fearful front is actually only a 
reflection of your inner dread. You like 
people, and want them to admire and 
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respect you, but are afraid to let any- 
one get too close. Your motto in life 
could be ‘better safe than sorry. 
RODDY PIPER, CHRIS ADAMS, 
JERRY LAWLER, PAT PATTERSON, 
RICKY STEAMBOAT & DAVID SAM- 
MARTINO—Your responsible, ambi- 
tious and punctual. You want to make 
a lasting impression with everyone 


YOUR FAVORITE WRESTLERS 
REVEAL YOUR PERSONALITY 






Ric Flair 


— a 


you meet. It bothers you when some- 
one isn't impressed or forgets your 
name. At the same time, you have a 
dual personality. Part of you wants to 
do your best, but a free spirit half 
hampers your drive. Above all, you’re 
a risk-taker. 

BOB BACKLUND, MAGNUM T.A., 
RICK MARTEL, BILLY JACK HAY- 





NES—You have a strict sense of right 
and wrong. Your motto could be 
‘practice makes perfect. You take 
nothing for chance. Before going to 
bed you like to lay out your entire 
wardrobe for the next day. You are 
efficient and well-organized, but you 
definitely don’t work well under pres- 
sure. A sudden change in your plans 
can disorient you. In love, you prefer 
one lasting relationship to a score of 
brief interludes. 

ANDRE THE GIANT, BIG JOHN 
STUDD, KEN PATERA, SGT. 
SLAUGHTER—You are playful, dar- 
ing and bold. You like to meet new 
people and are confident they Il enjoy 
meeting you. You're a world-traveller, 
but don’t like doing it on a two-week 
vacation. You want more out of life 
than your friends and family think are 
possible. This puts you at odds with 
others, who don't think you're re- 
sponsible enough. Basically, you 
want to have your cake and eat it too.’ 
In love, one just ain’t enough for you. 

RANDY ‘MACHO MAN’ SAVAGE, 
RIP ROGERS, BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
& GREG VALENTINE—You are an 
outlaw by nature. Not a bad person, 
but one who enjoys getting one up on 
everyone. Chances are you hate the 
9-to-5 lifestyle and would prefer to be 
running your own company or busi- 
ness. The importance of minor 
things, like getting to work on time, or 
calling home, etc., totally escapes 
you. Taking orders or doing what’s ex- 
pected of you just isn’t for you. On the 
nlus-side, you have the drive and mo- 
tivation to do it all. 

MIL MASCARAS, THE MASKED 
SUPERSTAR, TIGER MASK & THE 
DESTROYER—You’re seductive. 
You enjoy toying with people and dan- 
ger. People never get to know the “‘to- 
tal you.” Each friend gets only a frac- 
tion of your whole personality. 

WENDI RICHTER, LIZ CHASE, 
STEVE KEIRN, TULLY BLAN- 
CHARD & IVAN PUTSKI—You prefer 
quality over quantity. Bulk and mass 
just don’t impress you. Eating in a 
restaurant, you'd rather have a small 
portion of good food to a plethora of 
junk food. You take your time and en- 
joy things most people don’t take 
time tosee. Work is simply something 
that must be done; you relish your 
free time and have a wide range of 
hobbies. You're friendly, but prefer a 
small circle of close companions. 
Ina future issue of WRESTLING 
EYE we'll cover what your selection 
of tag teams reveals. 
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VON ERICH 


KEVIN 


Overcoming Fam 


Photos by Gene Gordon 
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As youngsters growing up on the road, Kevin, David and Kerry were always close. 


David passed away in Japan. 


“You want to know why were so 
popular?’ asked the 6'3", 235- 
pound Kevin Von Erich. ‘‘Family, 
that’s why. All| can think of is family. It 
transcends any language. it’s easy 
for people to identify with my brothers 
and me. Family is kind of a universal 
language for everyone. We're really 
big in the Philippines, New Zealand, 
Australia, Japan and Israel.” A recent 
poll of Israeli viewers voted the Van 
Erichs as their top television person- 
alities. In Japan, where David and he 
won the All-Asian tag team belts, 
Kevin is every bit as loved and re- 
spected as native star Tiger Mask. 

Fan letters from across the country 
have led to the World Class Wrestling 
Group touring cities outside their 
geographic sphere. 

However, all this success has not 
come without a heavy price. Life is 
never all sunshine and roses. Kevin, 
the eldest of the three brothers anda 
religious person, knows this all too 
well. First came the death of David 
Von Erich. At 25, David had died on 
February 10, 1984, in a Tokyo hotel 
room. Acute enteritis, an inflamation 










A. 


of the intestine, was the cause of 
death, not a heart attack as originally 
reported. His funeral in Lake Dallas 
drew hundreds of dedicated fans. 

‘Dave's the one who deserved the 
title. He was farther along as a wres- 
tler than Kerry, Mike or |. He had eve- 
rything it takes to be the world cham- 
pion. He was the equivalent of 20 Ric 
Flairs. Dave and | were inseparable. 
We played football together. We were 
one. It will be like my brother wres- 
tling for the title, when | take it.” 

Mike Von Erich, the youngest 
brother, was hospitalized only a few 
months ago with toxic shock syn- 
drome. His doctors at Baylor Univer- 
sity Medical Center said Mike's su- 
perb physical conditioning was ‘the 
only reason he’s still alive. 

‘| prefer to think of it as a miracle,’ 
said Kevin. ‘Mike was running a tem- 
perature of a 107 degrees. My brother 
apparently contracted the disease (a 
bacterial infection) following shoul- 
der surgery.’ Mike had dislocated his 
left shoulder while wrestling in Israel. 
After being released from the hospi- 
tal, Mike developed a sudden high 


fever. He was readmitted immedi- 
ately thereafter. 

For his part, the 27 year-old Kevin 
Von Erich has managed to avoid any 
major injuries. In his wrestling career 
of seven years, he has been a sensa- 
tional athlete. He started wrestling af- 
ter playing football at North Texas 
State. Trained and coached by his fa- 
ther, Fritz, Kevin won his first match 
over Brian St. John in 1978. He won 
his first major title, the Missouri State 
Championship, from Dick Murdoch. 
At only 21, he engaged in a long 
bloody feud with the old pro Ken Pa- 
tera. “Ken was twice the size of me, 
and he wanted the Missouri title re- 
ally bad. My father taught me never to 
back down from a bully. | lost the belt 
to him, but afterwards he admitted | 
was the toughest rookie he had ever 
wrestled.” 

Naturally, Kevin sees notable dif- 
ferences in style between him and his 
brothers. “In high school | was the 
Texas state high hurdles champion. 
Without bragging, because of this | 
think I'm more of a high flyer than 
Kerry or Mike. At my weight, | can get 
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really high for a dropkick or flying 
body press. Kerry’s a stronger wres- 
tler. He prefers to out-muscle an op- 
ponent. But, he’s also got some fine 
aerial moves. Mike's only been wres- 
tling for two years, so he really hasn't 
found his own way. | don’t know if he'll 
ever want to go back towrestling. The 
Freebirds, Rip Oliver, Gary Hart and 
Killer Brooks really have done anum- 
ber on his shoulder.” 

Even though he has already held 
the American, Texas and Missouri ti- 
tles (not to mention the World Class 6- 
Man tag team championship), Kevin 
is not content. “| want the NWA world 
title belt. Actually, my wants are few. 
The title would really be for Dave and 
Mike, if he never wrestles again.’ On 
May 5, 1985, Kevin nearly got his 
wish. 

In a wild brawl where, if Flair was 
disqualified Kevin would win the belt, 
Kevin was counted out. Up until the 
stupendous finish, the challenger 
had been waging a winning battle. He 
tossed the 250-pound champion 
around like he was a small boy. His 
dropkicks were constant and right on 
the mark. With the same kind of su- 
pernatural determination which 
earned Kerry the belt, Kevin fought 
his heart and soul out. Confident, 
since Flair could not foul-out, Kevin 
was in full command. Then the two 
wrestlers tumbled outside the ring. 
The referee began his count. Kevin 
made a desperate drive to get himself 
and Flair back into the ring. Flair 
pulled him back. They were rolling 
across the stadium floor as the ref- 
eree counted a fatal twenty. 

‘| didn’t hear the count. When 
Kerry and Mike tried to pull me off 
Flair | hardly noticed them. Some- 
thing was pushing me on.’ Even after 
the match, Kevin clapped his power- 
ful ‘Claw’ on Flair’s head. The ref- 
eree, Mike and Kerry, fearing for the 
worst, tugged at Kevin. They could 
hardly move him. “Only when my fa- 
ther entered the ring did | realize the 
match was over. | dropped the hold 
and hugged my father.’ Since then, 
Flair has used Kevin’s unstable be- 
havior as an excuse not to wrestle 
him again. 

“Guys like Flair, Gino Hernandez 
and Chris Adams aren’t good wres- 
tlers. They re all into gimmicks. A few 
people didn’t believe Mike had really 
hurt his left arm in the Middle East. 
When Gino and Adams attacked him, 
they re-injured the shoulder.’ Later, 
Killer Brooks, Mark Lewin and One- 
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Eyeing the future without David or Mike by his side. How will this affect Kevin's 


career? 


Man-Gang took on Kerry, Mike and 
Kevin for the 6-Man Tag team title in 
Nevada. With the damage done to his 


‘shoulder, Mike was not able to wres- 


tle. More than willing to still wrestle 
the villains, Brian Adidas replaced 
Mike. They went into the match, the 
addition of anewcomer affected their 


timing, and the Von Erichs lost. How- 
ever, under Nevada rules the champi- 
ons arent allowed to be substituted. 
‘Even though they knew Mike was se- 
riously injured, Lewin and the others 
claimed he was faking.” 

“| hate those men more than any- 
thing.’ concluded Kevin. 





WRESTLING THE IRON SHEIK 
7 = About fo Do Some Hard Time 


Why isn't this man smiling? 





When it comes to being ‘good citi- 
zens, wrestlers are like everyone 
else, some are and some aren't. Hos- 
sein Vaziri, better known as the Iron 
sheik, ran afoul of the law twice last 
year. 

Giving his age as 43 and his legal 
address as Fayetteville, GA., the 
Sheik was charged with assault. The 
charges stem from a chair-throwing 
incident, last Feb. 13, at West Milford 
High School in New Jersey. The 
Sheik ‘allegedly’ threw a chair at a 
man attending the card. The man 
was not injured, but felt an attempt on 
his life and limb was intended. The 
assault was later kicked down to a 
disorderly persons offense—carry- 
ing amaximum penalty of six months 
and/or a $1,000 fine. Vaziri had 
hoped for a lesser penalty, and of- 
fered to enroll in the Passaic County 
pretrial intervention program. 
Mathias Bolton, director of the pro- 
gram, rejected the Sheik’s applica- 
tion. 

“Defendants should not be eligible 
... lf the likely disposition would result 
inasuspended sentence without pro- 
bation or a fine,’ said Bolton. As we 
go to press, this case Is undecided. 

While this charge is still pending, 
the lron Sheik has also been con- 
victed of third-degree assault. The 
charge stemmed from an incident 
where he ‘allegedly’ slapped a gas 
Station attendant. The attendant (a 
young man) could not find a squee- 
gee to clean the Sheik’s windshield. 

Vaziri had been the personal body- 
guard to the late Shah of Iran. He en- 
tered the pro wrestling scene in the 
late 60's in Europe. A gold medalist in 
the Mexico Olympics, the Sheik is a 
fine technical matman. He came to 
the United States barely more than a 
middleweight. While bulking-up via 
barbells and dumbbells, Hossein 
helped coach a number of pros in- 
cluding Ken Patera. He has held both 
the WWF world title and tag team ti- 
tles. 
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Heady For The Big Time 
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‘Liz Chase bends back Martin’s wrist. The challenger was unsuccessful in taking 
Martin’s U.S. belt. 





By Gene Gordon 


This strawberry blonde has afierce 
reputation in wrestling circles. It’s the 
general opinion of promoters and fel- 
low lady wrestlers that, on any given 
day, Judy Martin could easily parlay 
her United States title into the world 
belt. For besides being a seasoned 
soldier in the wrestling wars, Judy is 
an expert on WWF champion Wendi 
Richter. Way back, when Wendi Rich- 
ter was trying to break into pro wres- 
tling, Judy Martin helped her get 
started. 

Though she seldom takes credit for 
aiding the future world champion, 
Judy does take comfort in the knowl- 
edge that she knows more about 
Richter than any other lady could 
know. 

A natural blonde, not the bottle 
type, Miss Martin is a sexy one hun- 
dred and fifty pounds. She was born 
and raised by the sea in beautiful 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. Like 
most folks raised near the ocean, 
she’s an excellent swimmer and 
surfer, and has wen titles in beauty 
contests as ‘Miss Surfer’ and ‘Roller 
Derby Queen. But the one title that 
has eluded her is that of world cham- 
pion. Judy was very upset when Vel- 
vet McIntyre, a close friend, chose 
newcomer Desiree Petersen to take 
over for Princess Victoria as co- 
holder of the Ladies’ tag team 
championship. 

Judy began wrestling while in high 
school, but it was a journey of over 
one hundred miles to the gym to train. 
Unable to attend school and training, 
she decided to wait until graduation 
before devoting her full time to the 
sport. In high school and grade 
school, she earned medals in track, 
swimming and the broad jump. She 
has also been involved in softball, 
golf, tennis, skating and, of course, 
wrestling. 

Once she set her mind on becom- 
ing a professional wrestler, there was 
no stopping her. It took a lot of hard 
work, but she has never regretted her 
decision to make it her life. In seven 
years, she’s come a long way. Deter- 
mination and hard work, coupled with 
her natural skills, have carried her to 
the U.S. title. As you might have 
guessed, the United States champi- 
onship is the first step towards the 
world title. Judy is sure she will some- 
day wear both belts. 


faride. 
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As * | el Ad i \ ,.. ) 
The Tropicana Hotel, Casino and Country Club 
invites you to stay and play on your next 
Las Vegas visit. 

Our Friendly hosts and staff are at your service. 
Toby Di Cesare Frank Hernandez 
George Bedich Luigi Picone Dean Flurry 
Carmen ‘‘Minnie’”’ Cardillo Del Fullwood 
Nick Nikopoulos Jim Lewis 


1-800-634-6716 


WE TREAT YOU LIKE A WINNER.™ 
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A Ramada Resort and Casino 


3801 Las Vegas Blvd. South, Las Vegas, Nevada 89109 
(702) 739-2222 


